
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA
AS REVISED IN 1968.

The Constitution of the State of Florida as it appears here represents a
composite of amendments proposed by three joint resolutions which were
adopted during the special session of June 24-July 3, 1968, and ratified by the
people on November 5, 1968, together with one article carried forward from
the Constitution of 1885, as amended. The articles proposed in House Joint
Resolution 1-2X constitute the entire revised constitution with the exception
of Articles V, VI, and VIII. Senate Joint Resolution 4-2X proposed a new
Article VI, relating to suffrage and elections. Senate Joint Resolution 5-2X
proposed a new Article VIII, relating to local government. Article V, relating
to the judiciary, was carried forward from the Constitution of 1885, as
amended. The indexes which appear at the beginning of each article and
notes appearing at the end of various sections have been added for convenience
and they, together with section and subsection headings, are not to be con-
sidered as part of the constitution. History notes to the sections of Article V
have been carried forward with the sections. Sections having no history note
were added as part of the 1968 revision.

PREAMBLE
We, the people of the State of Florida, being grateful to Almighty God

for our constitutional liberty, in order to secure its benefits, perfect our gov-
ernment, insure domestic tranquility, maintain public order, and guarantee
equal civil and political rights to all, do ordain and establish this constitution.

ARTICLE I

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

Ce. Sec.
1. Political power. 13. Habeas corpus.
2. Basic rights. 14. Bail.
3. Religious freedom. 15. Prosecution for crime; offenses com-
4. Freedom of speech and press. mitted by children.
5. Right to assemble. 16. Rights of accused.
6. Right to work. 17. Excessive punishments.
7. Military power. 18. Administrative penalties.
8. Right to bear arms. 19. Costs.
9. Due process. 20. Treason.

10. Prohibited laws. 21. Access to courts.
11. Imprisonment for debt. 22. Trial by jury.
12. Searches and seizures.

SECTION 1. Political power.-All political SECTION 3. Religious freedom.-T here
)wer is inherent in the people. The enunciation shall be no law respecting the establishment of
wrein of certain rights shall not be construed religion or prohibiting or penalizing the free
deny or impair others retained by the people. exercise thereof. Religious freedom shall not

justify practices inconsistent with public
SECTION 2. Basic rights-All natural per- morals, peace or safety. No revenue of the state

mns are equal before the law and have inalien- any political subdivision or agency thereof
)le rights, among which are the right to enjoy shall ever be taken from the public treasury
id defend life and liberty, to pursue happi- directly or indirectly in aid of any church, sect,
~ss, to be rewarded for industry, and to ac- or religious denomination or in aid of any
tire, possess and protect property; except that sectarian institution
ie ownership, inheritance, disposition and
)ssession of real property by aliens ineligible SECTION 4. Freedom of speech and press.
or citizenship may be regulated or prohibited -Every person may speak, write and publish
{ law. No person shall be deprived of any his sentiments on all subjects but shall be re-
ght because of race or religion. sponsible for the abuse of that right. No law
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ART. I CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. I

shall be passed to restrain or abridge the lib- titled to release on reasonable bail with suffi-
erty of speech or of the press. In all criminal cient surety unless charged with a capital of-
prosecutions and civil actions for defamation fense or an offense punishable by life imprison-
the truth may be given in evidence. If the mat- ment and the proof of guilt is evident or the
ter charged as defamatory is true and was pub- presumption is great.
lished with good motives, the party shall be
acquitted or exonerated. SECTION 15. Prosecution for crime; of.

fenses committed by children.-
SECTION 5. Right to assemble.-The peo- fenses ommitted by children

ple shall have the right peaceably to assemble, (a) No person shall be tried for capital crime
to instruct their representatives, and to petition without presentment or indictment by a grand
for redress of grievances. jury, or for other felony without such present-

ment or indictment or an information undei
SECTION 6. Right to work.-The right of oath filed by the prosecuting officer of the court,

persons to work shall not be denied or abridged except persons on active duty in the militia
on account of membership or non-membership when tried by courts martial.
in any labor union or labor organization. The (b) When authorized by law, a child as there-
right of employees, by and through a labor or- in defined may be charged with a violation ol
ganization, to bargain collectively shall not be law as an act of delinquency instead of crime
denied or abridged. Public employees shall not and tried without a jury or other requirements
have the right to strike. applicable to criminal cases. Any child sc

charged shall, upon demand made as provided
SECTION 7. Military power.-The military by law before a trial in a juvenile proceeding

power shall be subordinate to the civil, be tried in an appropriate court as an adult. A
SECTION 8. Right to bear arms.-The child found delinquent shall be disciplined as

right of the people to keep and bear arms in provided by law.
defense of themselves and of the lawful author- SECTION 16. Rights of accused.-In al
ity of the state shall not be infringed, except SECTION 16. Rights of accused. In al
that the manner of bearing arms may be regu- criminal prosecutions the accused shall, upor
lated by law. demand, be informed of the nature and cause oi

the accusation against him, and shall be fur.
SECTION 9. Due process.-No person shall nished a copy of the charges, and shall hav(

be deprived of life, liberty or property without the right to have compulsory process for wit.
due process of law, or be twice put in jeopardy nesses, to confront at trial adverse witnesses
for the same offense, or be compelled in any to be heard in person, by counsel or both, anc
criminal matter to be a witness against himself. to have a speedy and public trial by impartial

jury in the county where the crime was corn
SECTION 10. Prohibited laws.-No bill of mitted. If the county is not known, the indict.

attainder, ex post facto law or law impairing ment or information may charge venue in tw(
the obligation of contracts shall be passed. or more counties conjunctively and proof thai

the crime was committed in that area shall b(
SECTION 11. Imprisonment for debt.-No sufficient; but before pleading the accused ma)

person shall be imprisoned for debt, except in elect in which of those counties he will be tried
cases of fraud. Venue for prosecution of crimes committed be

yond the boundaries of the state shall be fixec
SECTION 12. Searches and seizures.-The by law.

right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers and effects against unreasonable SECTION 17. Excessive punishments.-Ex
searches and seizures, and against the un- cessive fines, cruel or unusual punishment, at
reasonable interception of private communi- tainder, forfeiture of estate, indefinite imprison
cations by any means, shall not be violated. No ment, and unreasonable detention of witnessee
warrant shall be issued except upon probable are forbidden
cause, supported by affidavit, particularly de-
scribing the place or places to be searched, the SECTION 18. Administrative penalties.-N(
person or persons, thing or things to be seized, administrative agency shall impose a sentenc<
the communication to be intercepted, and the of imprisonment, nor shall it impose any othei
nature of evidence to be obtained. Articles or penalty except as provided by law.
information obtained in violation of this right
shall not be admissible in evidence. SECTION 19. Costs.-No person charge(

with crime shall be compelled to pay cost~
SECTION 13. Habeas corpus.-The writ of before a judgment of conviction has becom,

habeas corpus shall be grantable of right, freely final.
and without cost. It shall be returnable without
delay, and shall never be suspended unless, in SECTION 20. Treason.-Treason agains
case of rebellion or invasion, suspension is es- the state shall consist only in levying wa:
sential to the public safety. against it, adhering to its enemies, or giving

them aid and comfort, and no person shall bi
SECTION 14. Bail.-Until adjudged guilty, convicted of treason except on the testimony o

every person charged with a crime or violation two witnesses to the same overt act or on con
of municipal or county ordinance shall be en- fession in open court.
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MRT. II CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. II

SECTION 21. Access to courts.-The courts SECTION 22. Trial by jury.-The right of
ihall be open to every person for redress of any trial by jury shall be secure to all and remain
njury, and justice shall be administered with- inviolate. The qualifications and the number of
ut sale, denial or delay. jurors, not fewer than six, shall be fixed by law.

ARTICLE II

GENERAL PROVISIONS
5ec. Sec.

1. State boundaries. 5. Public officers.
2. Seat of government. 6. Enemy attack.
3. Branches of government. 7. Natural resources and scenic beauty.
4. State seal and flag.
SECTION 1. State boundaries.- Marys River, east of the Perdido River, and
(a) The state boundaries are: Begin at the south of the States of Alabama and Georgia.

nouth of the Perdido River, which for the pur- (b) The coastal boundaries may be extended
)oses of this description is defined as the point by statute to the limits permitted by the laws of
vhere latitude 30°16'53" north and longitude the United States or international law
,7°31'06" west intersect; thence to the point
vhere latitude 30O17'02" north and longitude SECTION 2. Seat of government.-The seat
;7°31'06" west intersect; thence to the point of government shall be the City of Tallahassee,
where latitude 30°18'00" north and longitude in Leon County, where the offices of the gover-
;7°27'08" west intersect; thence to the point nor, lieutenant governor, cabinet members and
vhere the center line of the Intracoastal Canal the supreme court shall be maintained and the
as the same existed on June 12, 1953) and lon- sessions of the legislature shall be held; pro-
:itude 87o27'00" west intersect; the same being vided that, in time of invasion or grave emer-
n the middle of the Perdido River; thence up gency, the governor by proclamation may for
he middle of the Perdido River to the point the period of the emergency transfer the seat
vhere it intersects the south boundary of the of government to another place.
Itate of Alabama, being also the point of inter- SECTION 3. Branches of government.-The
lection of the middle of the Perdido River with powers of the state gov ernment shall b e divided
atitude 31 0000 north; thence east, along the powers of the state government shall be dividedatitude 31O0000 north; thence east, along the into legislative, executive and judicial branches.
.outh boundary line of the State of Alabama, nto e^ae executive andjudicial branchesouameth beioundary latitude 31of the State of Alabama, theNo person belonging to one branch shall exer-,he same being latitude 31OO0OO0P north to the cise any powers appertaining to either of theaiddle of the Chattahoochee River; thence down l any powers appertaining to either of thee middle of the Chattahoochee River; tho its confluence dowithn other branches unless expressly provided herein.'he middle of said river to its confluence with
he Flint River; thence in a straight line to the SECTION 4. State seal and flag.-The de-iead of the St. Marys River; thence down the sign of the great seal and flag of the state shall
niddle of said river to the Atlantic Ocean; be prescribed by law.
hence due east to the edge of the Gulf Stream
;r a distance of three geographic miles which- SECTION 5. Public officers.-
ver is the greater distance; thence in a south- (a) No person holding any office of emolu-
nrly direction along the edge of the Gulf Stream ment under any foreign government, or civil
r along a line three geographic miles from the office of emolument under the United States or
ktlantic coastline and three leagues distant any other state, shall hold any office of honor
rom the Gulf of Mexico coastline, whichever is or of emolument under the government of this
rreater, to and through the Straits of Florida state. No person shall hold at the same timeLnd westerly, including the Florida reefs, to more than one office under the government of
L point due south of and three leagues from the the state and the counties and municipalities
outhernmost point of the Marquesas Keys; therein, except that a notary public or military
hence westerly along a straight line to a point officer may hold another office, and any officer
lue south of and three leagues from Logger- may be a member of a constitution revision
lead Key, the westernmost of the Dry Tortugas commission, constitutional convention, or statu-
slands; thence westerly, northerly and easterly tory body having only advisory powers.
Llong the arc of a curve three leagues distant (b) Each state and county officer, before en-
rom Loggerhead Key to a point due north of tering upon the duties of the office, shall give
loggerhead Key; thence northeast along a bond as required by law, and shall swear or
traight line to a point three leagues from the affirm:
oastline of Florida; thence northerly and west- "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
rly three leagues distant from the coastline to support, protect, and defend the Constitu-
L point west of the mouth of the Perdido River tion and Government of the United States
hree leagues from the coastline as measured on and of the State of Florida; that I am duly
L line bearing south O0°01'00 west from the qualified to hold office under the Constitu-
)oint of beginning; thence northerly along said tion of the state; and that I will well and
ine to the point of beginning. The State of faithfully perform the duties of (title of
~lorida shall also include any additional terri- office) on which I am now about to enter
ory within the United States adjacent to the So help me God.",
)eninsula of Florida lying south of the St. and thereafter shall devote personal attention
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ART. III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. II]

to the duties of the office, and continue in office other measures as may be necessary and appro
until his successor qualifies. priate to insure the continuity of governmental

(c) The powers, duties, compensation and operations during the emergency. In exercising
method of payment of state and county officers these powers, the legislature may depart frorr
shall be fixed by law. other requirements of this constitution, but only

SECTION 6. Enemy attack.-In periods of to the extent necessary to meet the emergency
SECTION 6. Enemy attack.-In periods of

emergency resulting from enemy attack the SECTION 7. Natural resources and sceni(
legislature shall have power to provide for beauty.-It shall be the policy of the state t(
prompt and temporary succession to the powers conserve and protect its natural resources anc
and duties of all public offices the incumbents scenic beauty. Adequate provision shall be made
of which may become unavailable to execute the by law for the abatement of air and water pollu
functions of their offices, and to adopt such tion and of excessive and unnecessary noise.

ARTICLE III

LEGISLATURE

Sec. Sec.
1. Composition. 10. Special laws.
2. Members; officers. 11. Prohibited special laws.
3. Sessions of the legislature. 12. Appropriation bills.
4. Quorum and procedure. 13. Term of office.
5. Investigations; witnesses. 14. Civil service system.
6. Laws. 15. Terms and qualifications of legislators.
7. Passage of bills. 16. Legislative apportionment.
o. Executive approval and veto. 17. Impeachment.
9. Effective date of laws. 18. Conflict of interest.

SECTION 1. Composition.-The legislative cation from the governor, or is introduced b,
power of the state shall be vested in a legisla- consent of two-thirds of the membership of eacl
ture of the State of Florida, consisting of a house.
senate composed of one senator elected from (2) A special session of the legislature ma'
each senatorial district and a house of repre- be convened as provided by law.
sentatives composed of one member elected from (d) LENGTH OF SESSIONS. A regula
each representative district. session of the legislature shall not exceed sixt:

consecutive days, and a special session shall noSECTION 2. Members; officers.-Each house exceed twenty consecutive days, unless extendeo
shall be the sole judge of the qualifications, beyond such limit by a three-fifths vote of eac]
elections, and returns of its members, and shall house. During such an extension no new busi
biennially choose its officers, including a perma- ness may be taken up in either house withou
nent presiding officer selected from its member- the consent of two-thirds of its membership.
ship, who shall be designated in the senate as (e) ADJOURNMENT. Neither house sha]
President of the Senate, and in the house as adjourn for more than seventy-two consecutiv
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The hours except pursuant to concurrent resolution
senate shall designate a Secretary to serve at (f) ADJOURNMENT BY GOVERNOR. Ii
its pleasure, and the house of representatives during any regular or special session, the tw
shall designate a Clerk to serve at its pleasure. houses cannot agree upon a time for adjourn
The legislature shall appoint an auditor to serve ment, the governor may adjourn the session sin
at its pleasure who shall audit public records die or to any date within the period authorize
and perform related duties as prescribed by law for such session; provided that, at least twent
or concurrent resolution. four hours before adjourning the session, h

SECTION 3. Sessions of the legislature.- shall, while neither house is in recess, give eac
(a) ORGANIZATION SESSIONS. On the house formal written notice of his intention t

fourteenth day following each general election do so, and agreement reached within that perio
the legislature shall convene for the exclusive by both houses on a time for adjournment shal
purpose of organization and selection of officers. prevail.

(b) REGULAR SESSIONS. A regular ses-
sion of the legislature shall convene on the first SECTION 4. Quorum and procedure.-
Tuesday after the first Monday in April of each (a) A majority of the membership of eac
odd-numbered year, and on the first Tuesday house shall constitute a quorum, but a smalle
after the first Monday in April, or such other number may adjourn from day to day and con
date as may be fixed by law, of each even- pel the presence of absent members in suc
numbered year. manner and under such penalties as it may pr

(c) SPECIAL SESSIONS. scribe. Each house shall determine its rules c
(1) The governor, by proclamation stating procedure.

the purpose, may convene the legislature in spe- (b) Sessions of each house shall be public
cial session during which only such legislative except sessions of the senate when considerin
business may be transacted as is within the appointment to or removal from public offic
purview of the proclamation, or of a communi- may be closed.
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4RT. III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. III

(c) Each house shall keep and publish a a general appropriation bill, but may not veto
journal of its proceedings; and upon the request any qualification or restriction without also
of five members present, the vote of each mem- vetoing the appropriation to which it relates.
ber voting on any question shall be entered (b) When a bill or any specific appropria-
on the journal. tion of a general appropriation bill has been

(d) Each house may punish a member for vetoed by the governor, he shall transmit his
contempt or disorderly conduct and, by a two- signed objections thereto to the house in which
thirds vote of its membership, may expel a the bill orignated if in session. If that house is
member. not in session, he shall file them with the secre-

tary of state, who shall lay them before that
SECTION 5. Investigations; witnesses.- house at its next regular or special session, and

Each house, when in session, may compel at- they shall be entered on its journal.
tendance of witnesses and production of docu- e h ouse shall, by a two-thirds vote,ments an other evidence upon anymatterun- (c) If each house shall, by a two-thirds vote,ments and other evidence upon any matter un-re-enact the bill or reinstate the vetoed specific
der investigation before it or any of its com- appropriation of a general appropriation bill,
mittees, and may punish by fine not exceeding the vote of each member voting shall be entered
one thousand dollars or imprisonment not ex- on the respective journals, and the bill shall be-ceeding ninety days, or both, any person not a come law or the specific appropriation rein-
member who has been guilty of disorderly or stated, the veto notwithstanding.
contemptuous conduct in its presence or has
refused to obey its lawful summons or to an- SECTION 9. Effective date of laws.-Each
swer lawful questions. Such powers, except the law shall take effect on the sixtieth day after
power to punish, may be conferred by law upon adjournment sine die of the session of the legis-
committees when the legislature is not in ses- lature in which enacted or as otherwise pro-
sion. Punishment of contempt of an interim vided therein. If the law is passed over the veto
legislative committee shall be by judicial pro- of the governor it shall take effect on the
ceedings as prescribed by law. sixtieth day after adjournment sine die of the

session in which the veto is overridden, on aSECTION 6. Laws.-Every law shall em- later date fixed in the law, or on a date fixed
brace but one subject and matter properly con- by resolution passed by both houses of the legis-
nected therewith, and the subject shall be lature.
briefly expressed in the title. No law shall be re-
vised or amended by reference to its title only. SECTION 10. Special laws.-No special law
Laws to revise or amend shall set out in full shall be passed unless notice of intention to
the revised or amended act, section, subsection seek enactment thereof has been published in
or paragraph of a subsection. The enacting the manner provided by general law. Such notice
clause of every law shall read: "Be It Enacted shall not be necessary when the law, except the
by the Legislature of the State of Florida :". provision for referendum, is conditioned to be-

come effective only upon approval by vote of the
SECTION 7. Passage of bills.-Any bill electors of the area affected.

may originate in either house and after passage
in one may be amended in the other. It shall be SECTION 11. Prohibited special laws.-
read in each house on three separate days, un- (a) There shall be no special law or general
less this rule is waived by two-thirds vote. On law of local application pertaining to:
each reading, it shall be read by title only, un- (1) election, jurisdiction or duties of offi-
less one-third of the members present desire it cers, except officers of municipalities, chartered
read in full. On final passage, the vote of each counties, special districts or local governmental
member voting shall be entered on the journal. agencies;
Passage of a bill shall require a majority vote (2) assessment or collection of taxes for
in each house. Each bill and joint resolution state or county purposes, including extension of
passed in both houses shall be signed by the time therefor, relief of tax officers from due
presiding officers of the respective houses and performance of their duties, and relief of their
by the secretary of the senate and the clerk of sureties from liability;
the house of representatives during the session (3) rules of evidence in any court;
or as soon as practicable after its adjournment (4) punishment for crime;
sine die. (5) petit juries, including compensation of

jurors, except establishment of jury commis-
SECTION 8. Executive approval and veto.- sions;
(a) Every bill passed by the legislature shall (6) change of civil or criminal venue;

be presented to the governor for his approval (7) conditions precedent to bringing any
and shall become a law if he approves and signs civil or criminal proceedings, or limitations of
it, or fails to veto it within seven consecutive time therefor;
days after presentation. If during that period (8) refund of money legally paid or remis-
or on the seventh day the legislature adjourns sion of fines, penalties or forfeitures;
sine die or takes a recess of more than thirty (9) creation, enforcement, extension or im-
days, he shall have fifteen consecutive days pairment of liens based on private contracts, or
from the date of presentation to act on the bill. fixing of interest rates on private contracts;
In all cases except general appropriation bills, (10) disposal of public property, including
the veto shall extend to the entire bill. The any interest therein, for private purposes;
governor may veto any specific appropriation in (11) vacation of roads;
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ART. III CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. III

(12) private incorporation or grant of privi- SECTION 16. Legislative apportionment.-
lege to a private corporation; (a) SENATORIAL AND REPRESENTA-

(13) effectuation of invalid deeds, wills or TIVE DISTRICTS. The legislature at its regu-
other instruments, or change in the law of lar session in the second year following each
descent; decennial census, by joint resolution, shall ap-

(14) change of name of any person; portion the state in accordance with the con-
(15) divorce; stitution of the state and of the United States
(16) legitimation or adoption of persons; into not less than thirty nor more than forty
(17) relief of minors from legal disabilities; consecutively numbered senatorial districts of
(18) transfer of any property interest of either contiguous, overlapping or identical ter-

persons under legal disabilities or of estates of ritory, and into not less than eighty nor more
decedents; than one hundred twenty consecutively num-

(19) hunting or fresh water fishing; bered representative districts of either con-
(20) regulation of occupations which are tiguous, overlapping or identical territory.

regulated by a state agency; or Should that session adjourn without adopting
(21) any subject when prohibited by gen- such joint resolution, the governor by procla-

eral law passed by a three-fifths vote of the mation shall reconvene the legislature within
membership of each house. Such law may be thirty days in special apportionment session
amended or repealed by like vote. which shall not exceed thirty consecutive days,

(b) In the enactment of general laws on during which no other business shall be trans-
other subjects, political subdivisions or other acted, and it shall be the mandatory duty of
governmental entities may be classified only on the legislature to adopt a joint resolution of ap-
a basis reasonably related to the subject of the portionment.
law. (b) FAILURE OF LEGISLATURE TO AP-

SECTION 12. Appropriation bills.-Laws PORTION; JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT.
making appropriations for salaries of public In the event a special apportionment session of
officers and other current expenses of the state the legislature finally adjourns without adopt-
shall contain provisions on no other subject. ing a oint resolution of apportionment, the

attorney general shall, within five days, petition
SECTION 13. Term of office.-No office the supreme court of the state to make such

shall be created the term of which shall exceed apportionment. No later than the sixtieth day
four years except as provided herein. after the filing of such petition, the supreme

court shall file with the secretary of state an
SECTION 14. Civil service system.-By law order making such apportionment.

there shall be created a civil service system (c) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF APPORTION-
for state employees, except those expressly MENT Within fifteen days after the passage
exempted, and there may be created civil service of the joint resolution of apportionment, the
systems and boards for county, district or muni- attorney general shall petition the supreme
cipal employee s and for such offices thereof as court of the state for a declaratory judgment

legislators. -TIONMENT; EXTRAORDINARY APPOR-

are not elected or appointed by the governor,
anfor ter e may be authorized such boards as osThe supreme court, in accordanc e with its rules,
are necessary to prescribe the qualifications,
method of selection and tenure of such employ-
ees and officers. of the petition, shall enter its judgment.

SECTION 15. Terms and qualifications of (d) EFFECT OF JUDGMENT IN APPOR-
legislators. TIONMENT; EXTRAORDINARY APPOR-

(a) SENATORS. Senators shall be elected forTIONM e days thereafter in extraordinary a
for terms of four years , those from odd- supreme court of the state determining the
numbered districts in the years the numbers apportionment to be valid shall be binding upon

of which are multiples of four and those from all the citizens of the state. Should the court
even-number ed districts in even-numbered years court determine that the apportionment made

shall be at least twenty-one years of age an Within fifteen days after the adjournment of an

the numbers of which are not multiples of four, by the legislature is invalid, the governor by
excepto at t he election next following a reappor proclama tion shall rec onvene the legislature

elected and shall have resided in the state for atorney general shall file a petition in the

tionment, some senators shall be elected for within five days thereafter in extraordinary ap-
terms of two years when necessary to mainta in ortionment session which shall not exceed

(d) ASSUMING OFFICE; VACANCIES. apportionment resolution adopted by the legis-

Mstaggered termsfifteen days, during which the legislature shall

election. Vacancies in legislative office shall bethat fact to the court. Consideration of the

(b)filled only by election as provided by law.of the adopt a joint resolution of apportionment con-
house of representatives shall be elected for forming to the judgment of the supreme court.
terms of two years in each even-numbered year. (e) EXTRAORDINARY APPORTIONMENT

(c) QUALIFICATIONS. Each legislator SESSION; REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENT.
shall be at least twenty-one years of age, an Within fifteen days after the adjournment of an
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ItT. IV CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. IV

Lall be had as provided for in cases of such peached he may by appointment fill the office
int resolution adopted at a regular or special until completion of the trial.
)portionment session. (c) All impeachments by the house of repre-
(f) JUDICIAL REAPPORTIONMENT. sentatives shall be tried by the senate. The

iould an extraordinary apportionment session chief justice of the supreme court, or another
il to adopt a resolution of apportionment or justice designated by him, shall preside at the
Lould the supreme court determine that the trial, except in a trial of the chief justice, in
)portionment made is invalid, the court shall, which case the governor shall preside. The sen-
)t later than sixty days after receiving the ate shall determine the time for the trial of any
4tition of the attorney general, file with the impeachment and may sit for the trial whether
.cretary of state an order making such appor- the house of representatives be in session or
Dnment. not. The time fixed for trial shall not be more

than six months after the impeachment. During
SECTION 17. Impeachment.- an impeachment trial senators shall be upon
(a) The governor, lieutenant governor, their oath or affirmation. No officer shall be con-

embers of the cabinet, justices of the supreme victed without the concurrence of two-thirds of
)urt, judges of district courts of appeal and the members of the senate present. Judgment of
idges of circuit courts shall be liable to im- conviction in cases of impeachment shall re-
achment for misdemeanor in office. The house move the offender from office and, in the discre-
representatives by two-thirds vote shall have tion of the senate, may include disqualification

te power to impeach an officer. The speaker of to hold any office of honor, trust or profit. Con-
ie house of representatives shall have power at viction or acquittal shall not affect the civil or
iy time to appoint a committee to investigate criminal responsibility of the officer.
narges against any officer subject to impeach-
ent. SECTION 18. Conflict of interest.-A code
(b) An officer impeached by the house of of ethics for all state employees and non-

ipresentatives shall be disqualified from per- judicial officers prohibiting conflict between
)rming any official duties until acquitted by public duty and private interests shall be pre-
ie senate, and unless the governor is im- scribed by law.

ARTICLE IV

EXECUTIVE

ec. Sec.
1. Governor. 6. Executive departments.
2. Lieutenant governor. 7. Suspensions; filling office during suspen-
3. Succession to office of governor; acting sions.

governor. 8. Clemency.
4. Cabinet. 9. Game and fresh water fish commission.
5. Election of governor, lieutenant governor

and cabinet members; qualifications;
terms.

SECTION 1. Governor.- not earlier than ten days from the filing and
(a) The supreme executive power shall be docketing of the request, unless in their judg-

ested in a governor. He shall be commander-in- ment the delay would cause public injury.
hief of all military forces of the state not in (d) The governor shall have power to call
ctive service of the United States. He shall out the militia to preserve the public peace,
Eke care that the laws be faithfully executed, execute the laws of the state, suppress insurrec-
ommission all officers of the state and counties, tion, or repel invasion.
nd transact all necessary business with the (e) The governor shall by message at least
fficers of government. He may require infor- once in each regular session inform the legisla-
lation in writing from all executive or adminis- ture concerning the condition of the state,
rative state, county or municipal officers upon propose such reorganization of the executive
ny subject relating to the duties of their re- department as will promote efficiency and econ-
pective offices. omy, and recommend measures in the public

(b) The governor may initiate judicial pro- interest.
eedings in the name of the state against any (f) When not otherwise provided for in this
xecutive or administrative state, county or constitution, the governor shall fill by appoint-
aunicipal officer to enforce compliance with any ment any vacancy in state or county office for
[uty or restrain any unauthorized act. the remainder of the term of an appointive

(c) The governor may request in writing the office, and for the remainder of the term of an
'pinion of the justices of the supreme court as elective office if less than twenty-eight months,
o the interpretation of any portion of this otherwise until the first Tuesday after the first
onstitution upon any question affecting his Monday followingthe next general election.
xecutive powers and duties. The justices shall
ubject to their rules of procedure, permit in- SECTION 2. Lieutenant governor.-There
erested persons to be heard on the questions shall be a lieutenant governor. He shall perform
)resented and shall render their written opinion such duties pertaining to the office of governor
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as shall be assigned to him by the governor, first Monday in January of the succeeding ye~
except when otherwise provided by law, and In the general election and in party primari
such other duties as may be prescribed by law. if held, all candidates for the offices of govern

and lieutenant governor shall form joint can
SECTION 3. Succession to office of gover- dacies in a manner prescribed by law so ti

nor; acting governor.- each voter shall cast a single vote for a can
(a) Upon vacancy in the office of governor, date for governor and a candidate for lieut(

the lieutenant governor shall become governor. ant governor running together.
Further succession to the office of governor (b) When elected, the governor, lieutens
shall be prescribed by law. A successor shall governor and each cabinet member must be
serve for the remainder of the term. elector not less than thirty years of age who h

(b) Upon impeachment of the governor and resided in the state for the preceding sev
until completion of trial thereof, or during his years. The attorney general must have been
physical or mental incapacity, the lieutenant member of the bar of Florida for the precedi
governor shall act as governor. Further sue- five years. No person who has, or but for res
cession as acting governor shall be prescribed nation would have, served as governor or acti
by law. Incapacity to serve as governor may be governor for more than six years in two cc
determined by the supreme court upon due secutive terms shall be elected governor for t
notice after docketing of a written suggestion succeeding term.
thereof by four cabinet members, and in such
case restoration of capacity shall be similarly SECTION 6. Executive departments.-i
determined after docketing of written sugges- functions of the executive branch of state g(
tion thereof by the governor, the legislature or ernment shall be allotted among not more th
four cabinet members. Incapacity to serve as twenty-five departments, exclusive of those stgovernor may also be established by certificate cifically provided for or authorized in this cc
filed with the secretary of state by the gover- stitution. The administration of each depa
nor declaring his incapacity for physical rea- ment, unless otherwise provided in this cons
sons to serve as governor, and in such case tution, shall be placed by law under the dir(
restoration of capacity shall be similarly estab- supervision of the governor, the lieutenant g(
lished. ernor, the governor and cabinet, a cabinet me:

ber, or an officer or board appointed by a
SECTION 4. Cabinet.- serving at the pleasure of the governor, excel(a) There shall be a cabinet composed of a (a) When provided by law, confirmationsecretary of state, an attorney general, a comp- the senate or the approval of three memberstroller, a treasurer, a commissioner of agricul- the cabinet shall be required for appointment

ture and a commissioner of education. In addi- or removal from any designated statutory offi4tion to the powers and duties specified herein, (b) Boards authorized to grant and revothey shall exercise such powers and perform licenses to engage in regulated occupatiosuch duties as may be prescribed by law. shall be assigned to appropriate departmer
(b) The secretary of state shall keep the and their members appointed for fixed ternrecords of the official acts of the legislative subject to removal only for cause

and executive departments.
(c) The attorney general shall be the chief SECTION 7. Suspensions; filling office di

state legal officer.ing suspensions.-
(d) The comptroller shall serve as the chief (a) By executive order stating the groun

fiscal officer of the state, and shall settle and ap- and filed with the secretary of state, the govprove accounts against the state. nor may suspend from office any state officer -r(e) The treasurer shall keep all state funds subject to impeachment, any officer of the mi
and securities. He shall disburse state funds tia not in the active service of the Unitonly upon the order of the comptroller, counter- States, or any county officer, for malfeasan4signed by the governor. The governor shall misfeasance, neglect of duty, drunkenness, I'~~~~~~~~~~~~i~aace,^ rntegl'~ ect of duteS y,^ drunkennss, countersign as a ministerial duty subject to competence, permanent inability to perform toriginal mandamus. official duties, or commission of a felony, a-(f) The commissioner of agriculture shall may fill the office by appointment for the perihave supervision of matters pertaining to agri- of suspension. The suspended officer may at aculture except as otherwise provided by law. time before removal be reinstated by the gow(g) The commissioner of education shall nor.
supervise the public education system in the (b) The senate may, in proceedings pimanner prescribed by law. scribed by law, remove from office or reinstE

the suspended official and for such purpose t
SECTION 5. Election of governor, lieuten- senate may be convened in special session byant governor and cabinet members; qualifica- president or by a majority of its membership.

tions; terms.- (c) By order of the governor any elect(a) At a state-wide general election in each municipal officer indicted for crime may be stcalendar year the number of which is even but pended from office until acquitted and the oflinot a multiple of four, the electors shall choose filled by appointment for the period of suspea governor and a lieutenant governor and mem- sion, not to extend beyond the term, unle
bers of the cabinet each for a term of four these powers are vested elsewhere by lawyears beginning on the first Tuesday after the the municipal charter.
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SECTION 8. Clemency.- vise persons on probation and to grant paroles
(a) Except in cases of treason and in cases or conditional releases to persons under sen-
iere impeachment results in conviction, the tences for crime. The qualifications, method of
vernor may, by executive order filed with the selection and terms, not to exceed six years, of
cretary of state, suspend collection of fines members of the commission shall be prescribed
d forfeitures, grant reprieves not exceeding by law.
cty days and, with the approval of three mem-
rs of the cabinet, grant full or conditional SECTION 9. Game and fresh water fish
,rdons, restore civil rights, commute punish- commission.-There shall be a game and fresh
ant, and remit fines and forfeitures for water fish commission, composed of five mem-
Senses. bers appointed by the governor for staggered
(b) In cases of treason the governor may terms of five years. The commission shall exer-
-ant reprieves until adjournment of the regu- cise the non-judicial powers of the state with
r session of the legislature convening next respect to wild animal life and fresh water
'ter the conviction, at which session the legis- aquatic life, except that all license fees for tak-
ture may grant a pardon or further reprieve; ing wild animal life and fresh water aquatic
herwise the sentence shall be executed. life and penalties for violating regulations of
(c) There may be created by law a parole the commission shall be prescribed by specific

id probation commission with power to super- statute.

ARTICLE V

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

~c. Sec.
1. Courts. 13. Eligibility requirements for justices
2. Administration. and judges.
3. Practice and procedure. 13A. Eligibility requirements for justices
4. Supreme court. and certain judges.
5. District courts of appeal. 14. Vacancies in office of judge, how filled.
6. Circuit courts. 15. Election of judges.
7. County judges' courts. 16. Terms of office of certain judges.
8. County courts; organization and officers. 17. Retirement, suspension and removal of
9. Criminal courts of record. judges.

9A. Additional judge, Duval county criminal 17A. Discipline, retirement and removal of
court of record. justices and certain judges.

9B. Dade county, state attorney as prosecut- 18. Prohibited activities of judges.
ing attorney, criminal court of rec- 19. Judicial salaries and expenses.
ord. 20. Style of process.

9C. Hillsborough county, offices of the state 21. Referees.
attorney and county solicitor. 22. Juries.

10. Court of record of Escambia county. 23. Admission and discipline of attorneys.
11. Courts of justices of the peace. 24. Effect of reduction of number of judges.

11A. Orange county; boundaries of justice of 25. Judicial officers as conservators of the
peace districts. peace.

12. Juvenile courts; establishment; juris- 26. Schedule.
diction; judge; officers; procedure.

SECTION 1. Courts.-The judicial power of cept municipal courts, to judicial service in
he State of Florida is vested in a supreme any court of the same or lesser jurisdiction.
ourt, district courts of appeal, circuit courts, Any retired justice or judge may, with his con-
Jourt of Record of Escambia County, criminal sent, be likewise assigned to judicial service.
ourts of record, county courts, county judge's History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956.

ourts, juvenile courts, courts of justices of
he peace, and such other courts, including SECTION 3. Practice and procedure.-The
nunicipal courts, or commissions, as the legis- practice and procedure in all courts shall be
ature may from time to time ordain and estab- governed by rules adopted by the supreme
ish. court.
History.-Am. H.J.R. 810. 1955: adopted 1956. History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956.

SECTION 2. Administration. - The chief SECTION 4. Supreme Court.-
Justice of the supreme court is vested with, (1) ORGANIZATION. The supreme court
ind shall exercise in accordance with rules of shall consist of seven members, one of whom
hat court, authority temporarily to assign shall be the chief justice. Five justices shall
Justices of the supreme court to district courts constitute a quorum, but the concurrence of
)f appeal and circuit courts, judges of district four shall be necessary to a decision.
·ourts of appeal and circuit judges to the su-
preme court, district courts of appeal, and (2) JURISDICTION. Appeals from trial
ircuit courts, and judges of other courts, ex- courts may be taken directly to the supreme
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court, as a matter of right, only from judg- a marshal who shall hold office during t
ments imposing the death penalty, from final pleasure of the court and perform such duti
judgments or decrees directly passing upon the as the court directs. Their compensati
validity of a state statute or a federal statute shall be fixed by law. The marshal shall ha
or treaty, or construing a controlling provi- the power to execute the process of the cou
sion of the Florida or federal constitution, and throughout the state, and in any county m
from final judgments or decrees in proceed- deputize the sheriff or a deputy sheriff f
ings for the validation of bonds and certificates such purpose.
of indebtedness. The supreme court may di- History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956.
rectly review by certiorari interlocutory orders
or decrees passing upon chancery matters which SECTION 5. District Courts of Appeal.-
upon a final decree would be directly appeal- (1) APPELLATE DISTRICTS. The sta
able to the supreme court. In all direct appeals shall be divided into four or more appella
and interlocutory reviews by certiorari, the districts of contiguous counties as the Legis]
supreme court shall have such jurisdiction as ture may from time to time prescribe, au
may be necessary to complete determination of there shall be organized a district court
the cause on review. appeal in each district.

Appeals from district courts of appeal may (2) ORGANIZATION; NUMBER AND SI
be taken to the supreme court, as a matter of LECTION OF JUDGES. There shall initial
right, only from decisions initially passing be three judges in each district court of a
upon the validity of a state statute or a federal peal, and the Legislature may provide for a
statute or treaty, or initially construing a con- ditional judges for any district court of appe
trolling provision of the Florida or federal and may reduce the number of any district
constitution. The supreme court may review not less than three. Three judges shall cons'
by certiorari any decision of a district court tute a panel for and shall consider each cas
of appeal that affects a class of constitutional and the concurrence of a majority of the pan
or state officers, or that passes upon a ques- shall be necessary to a decision. The court shk
tion certified by the district court of appeal to hold at least one session every year in ear
be of great public interest, or that is in direct judicial circuit within the district where
conflict with a decision of another district there is ready business to transact. After
court of appeal or of the supreme court on change in the territorial limits of any appella
the same point of law, and may issue writs of district, all proceedings then pending with
certiorari to commissions established by law. the jurisdiction of each district court of appe

The supreme court may issue writs of man- shall be transferred to the court then havii
damus and quo warranto when a state officer, jurisdiction, except causes which have bei
board, commission, or other agency authorized orally argued T
to represent the public generally, or a member (3) JURISDICTION. Appeals from tri
of any such board, commission, or other agency, f inal orders or decrees of county judges cour
is named as respondent, and writs of prohibi- orders or decrees of county judges co
tion to commissions established by law, to the pertainng to probate matters or to estates aI
district courts of appeal, and to the trial courts interests of minors and incompetents, may i
when questions are involved upon which a taken to the court of appeal of such distri
direct appeal to the supreme court is allowed as a matter of right from all final judgmen
as a matter of right. or decrees except those from which appea

The supreme court may issue all writs nec- may be taken direct to the supreme court
essary or proper to the complete exercise of to a circuit court.
its jurisdiction. The supreme court shall provide for expectious and inexpensive procedure in appealsThe supreme court or any justice thereof I° 1 8 .an1 iepesive procedure in appealsThe supreme court or any justice thereof the district courts of appeal, and may proviimay issue writs of habeas corpus returnable for review by such courts of and may provi
before the supreme court or any justice there- orders or de c rees in matters reviewable by t
of, or before a district court of appeal or any district courts in matters reiea bl.
judge thereof, or before any circuit judge. district courts of appeal 

The supreme court shall provide for the he dls t courts of appeal shall have su
transfer to the court having jurisdiction of any owers of direct review of administrative a
matter subject to review when the jurisdiction lon as may be provided by law.
of another appellate court has been improv- of may issue writs of appeal or any judge therpus retur
idently invoked. of may issue writs of habeas corpus retur

(3) CHIEF JUSTICE. The chief justiceable. at district cout of appeal
of the supreme court shall be chosen by the any udge thereof, or before any circuit judi

members of the court and shall serve forby the in that district. A district court of appeal m;
term of two years. In the event of a vacancy issue writs of mandamus, certiorari, prohilterm of two years. In the event of a vacancy, tion, and quo warranto, and also all writs ne
a successor shall be chosen within sixty daystsony ard quo erantot and also all writs no
for a like term. During a vacancy or when-esar or pp t t cmpete exercise of i
ever the chief justice is unable to act for any u4s lcLE AND ARSAL E
reason, the justice longest in continuous serv- (4) CLERKS AND MARSHALS. Each di
ice and able to act shall act as chief justice trict court of appeal shall appoint a clerk ar

(4) CLERK AND MARSHAL PROCESS Q a marshal who shall hold office during tl(4) CLERK AND MARSHAL; PROCESS. pleasure of the court and perform such duti,
The supreme court shall appoint a clerk and as the court may direct Their compensati
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hall be fixed by law. The marshal shall have ed by the circuit judge. The legislature may
ower to execute the process of the court confer upon them further powers, not judicial,
iroughout the state, and in any county may and shall fix their compensation.
eputize the sheriff or a deputy sheriff for such (5) RECOMMENDATION TO ATTORNEY
urpose. GENERAL; REPORT TO LEGISLATURE. It
History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956; (1) (2) Am shall be the duty of the judges of the circui.J.R. 1601, 1959; adopted 1960; (1) (2) Am. S.J.R. 261, 1965;
lopted 1965 'courts to report to the attorney general at

least thirty days before each session of the
SECTION 6. Circuit Courts.- legislature such defects in the laws as may
(1) JUDICIAL CIRCUITS. The legislature have been brought to their attention, and to

lay establish not more than twenty judicial suggest such amendments or additional legisla-
ircuits, each composed of a county or con tig-tlon as may be deemed necessary. The attorney
ous counties and of not less than fifty thou- general shall report to the legislature at each
and inhabitants, according to the last census session such legislation as he may deem advis-
uthorized by law, except that the county of able.
[onroe shall constitute one of the circuits; (6) STATE ATTORNEYS. In each judicial
rovided, however, there shall be no reduction circuit a state attorney shall be elected by the
i the number of circuit judges residing in any qualified electors of that circuit in the same
ounty formerly a part of a judicial circuit, manner as other state and county officials, to
rhich circuit is hereafter created, divided, serve a term of four years and to fulfill duties
hanged or Tevised. prescribed by law.

(2) CIRCUIT JUDGES. The legislature (7) CLERKS OF THE CIRCUIT COURTS.
hall provide for one circuit judge in each In each county a clerk of the circuit court, who
ircuit for each fifty thousand inhabitants or shall also be clerk of the board of county com-
iajor fraction thereof according to the last missioners, recorder, and ex officio auditor of
ensus authorized by law. In circuits having the county, shall be elected by the qualified
iore than one judge the legislature may design- electors of that county in the same manner as
te the place of residence of any such addition- other state and county officials, to serve a term
I judge or judges. of four years and to fulfill duties prescribed

(3) JURISDICTION. The circuit courts by law.
hall have exclusive original jurisdiction in History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956; (1) Am. H.J.R.
11 cases in equity except such equity jurisdic- ; adopted, 1964.
Lon as may be conferred on juvenile courts, in SECTION 7. County Judges' Courts.-
11 cases at law not cognizable by subordinate (1) ESTABLISHMENT. There shall be a
ourts, in all cases involving the legality of any county judge's court in each county.
ax, assessment, or toll, in the action of eject- (2) COUNTY JUDGES. There shall be in
lent, in all actions involving the titles or each county a county judge or county judges
oundaries of real estate, and in all criminal in such number as the legislature shall provide
ases not cognizable by subordinate courts. who shall be elected by the qualified electors
'hey shall have original jurisdiction of actions of the county at the time and places of voting
f forcible entry and unlawful detainer, and for other county officers and shall hold office
f such other matters as the legislature may for four years. Compensation shall be as pro-
rovide. They shall have final appellate juris- vided by law.
iction in all civil and criminal cases arising JURISDICTION. The county judges'
1 the county court, or before county judges' 3) JURISDICTION. The county Judgesa the county court, or before county judges' courts shall have original jurisdiction in allourts, of all misdemeanors tried in criminal c ases at law in which the demand or value of
ourts of record, and of all cases arising incasesat law i whthe demand o vleoourts of record, and of all claimses courts, and property involved shall be as provided by the
iunicipal courts, small claims courts, and legislature; of proceedings relating to the
ourts of justices of the peace. The circuit forcible or unlawful detention of lands and
ourts and judges shall have power to issue forcible or unlawful detention of lands andourts and judges shall have power to issue tenements; and of such criminal cases as the
Trits of mandamus, injunction, quo warrantor legislature may prescribe. The county judges'

ne rtior ari, prohibitioneys andt law, to beas court co-trates.nd

rissioraners,sprohibition, andha e corpus, courts shall have jurisdiction of the settlement11 rits of n heessaryior prrsdctop to the complete of the estate of decedents and minors, to order
xerom oft jurisdicionhthe sale of real estate of d ecedents and minors,

its of injunction and -to issutake writs of habeasspecial actls, subject to approval by reftters testa-ndum

havercasu extrsma-territorialsrisedictionainmentary and of administration and guardian-hancery cases as may be prescribed by law. ship, and to discharge the duties usually per-
(4) COURT COMMISSIONERS. A circu it taining to courts of probate. The county judge
idge may appoint in ea ch county in his circuit shall have the power of committing magis-

ne or more attorneys at law, to be court com- trates.

e reviewed by the circuit judge, and confirm- vided such law shall not affect the term of
d, qualified or vacated. They may be remov- office or the reelection of any county judge
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holding office on the date of its enactment who by the prosecuting attorney, but the grand jur3
is not a member of The Florida Bar. of the circuit court for the county in whici

History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted,. 1956; (2A) added said criminal court is held may indict for of-
H.J.R. 1649, 1965; adopted, 1965; Am. S.J.R. 662, 1965; adopted, fenses triable in the criminal court. Upon th(
1966; (4) added H.J.R. 175, 1965; adopted, 1966. fnigo uhidcmn h ici ugfinding of such indictment the circuit judge

SECTION 8. County Courts; organization shall commit or bail the accused for trial ii
and officers.-The legislature may organize in the criminal court, which trial shall be upor
such counties, as it may think proper, county information.
courts which shall have jurisdiction of all cases (6) CRIMINAL COURTS OF RECORL
at law in which the demand or value of the SUPERSEDE CRIMINAL JURISDICTION OF
property involved shall not exceed five hundred COUNTY COURTS. The county courts ir
dollars; of proceedings relating to the forcible counties where such criminal courts are estab
entry or unlawful detention of lands and tene- lished shall have no criminal jurisdiction anc
ments, and of misdemeanors. The county no prosecuting attorney.
judge shall be the judge of said court. There (7) CLERK. The clerk of said court shall
shall be elected by the qualified electors of be elected by the electors of the county in whici
said county at the time when the said judge is the court is held and shall hold office for foui
elected a prosecuting attorney for said county, years, and his compensation shall be fixed b3
who shall hold office for four years. His duties law. He shall also be clerk of the county court
and compensation shall be prescribed by law. The sheriff of the county shall be the executive
Such courts may be abolished at the pleasure officer of said court, and his duties and fees
of the legislature. shall be fixed by law.

History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956.(8) STATE ATTORNEY ELIGIBLE FOE
m H 15at,6APPOINTMENT AS COUNTY SOLICITOR

SECTION 9. Criminal Courts of Record.- The state attorney residing in the county whenr
(1) ORGANIZATION AND JUDGES. The such court is held shall be eligible for appoint

legislature may provide for the establishment ment as county solicitor for said county.
of a criminal court of record in any county (9) CRIMINAL COURTS OF RECORD MAX
Judges of criminal courts of record shall be BE ABOLISHED BY LEGISLATURE. Such
elected for a term of four years by the qualified courts may be abolished by the legislature.
electors of the county, in the same manner as (10) The clerk of the circuit court in anc
other state and county officials. Their com- for Palm Beach county shall also be and serv(
pensation shall be fixed by law and paid by as the clerk of the Palm Beach county crimina
the county. court of record.

In any county having a population in excess HHistory.-Am. H. J. R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956; (10) adde(
of 125,000 and not more than 250,000 according . J. R. 586, 1965; adopted, 1965

to the last decennial federal census, or census SECTION 9A. Additional judge, Duval Coun
authorized by the legislature and paid for by ty criminal court of record. - From amn
the county, the legislature may provide for an after the adoption of this Amendment, ther
additional judge of the criminal court of rec- shall be a Judge of the Criminal Court of Rec
ord for such county, provided that any law ord of Duval County, Florida, in addition t(
having for its purpose the creating of an addi- the Judge of said Criminal Court of Recorc
tional judge of said court in such county shall already provided in said county, said Judg(
not become effective unless ratified by a ma- shall be elected at the General Election nexi
jority of the participating voters of such county succeeding the coming into effect of thi
in an election presenting the same for approval Amendment, except as otherwise provided here
or rejection. In any county having a popula- in, and siall hold office for four years and re
tion of more than 250,000 according to such ceive the same salary and allowances for ex
census, the legislature may, without referendum penses as is provided by law for the Judge o:
thereon, provide for one additional county judge a Criminal Court of Record of Duval County
for each additional 250,000 of population or He shall have all powers and perform all duties
major fraction thereof. and possess all qualifications that are or ma:

(2) JURISDICTION. The said courts shall be provided or prescribed by the Constitutior
have jurisdiction of all criminal cases not capi- or by statute for the Judge of the Crimina
tal which shall arise in said counties respec- Court of Record of Duval County, and al
tively. statutes concerning said Judge shall apply t(

(3) TERMS. There shall be six terms of him. Provided, however, that if there be -
said courts in each year. judge of a Provisional Criminal Court in Duva

(4) PROSECUTING ATTORNEY; TERM. County upon the adoption of this Amendment
There shall be for each of said courts a prose- such Judge shall become such additional Judge
cuting attorney who shall be elected for a term and shall be commissioned by the Governoi
of four years by the qualified electors of the to hold office as a Judge of the Criminal Cour
county as other state and county officials are of Record of Duval County, until his successo:
elected and whose compensation shall be fixed is duly elected and qualified.
by law. On and after the first Tuesday after the firs

(5) INDICTMENT AND INFORMATION. Monday in January, 1965, the State Attorner
All offenses triable in said court shall be pros- of the Fourth Judicial Circuit shall be the pros
ecuted upon information under oath, to be filed ecuting attorney of the Criminal Court of Rec
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rd of Duval County, Florida, and the office Dade County, and all Assistant State Attorneys
f County Solicitor, the position of Assistant shall be appointed by the State Attorney and
]ounty Solicitor, the position of Special Investi- sworn in by the Court, and such Assistant State
;ator for the County Solicitor in Duval County, Attorneys shall work under the direction of
hall stand abolished and terminated; and the State Attorney and shall have full authority
hereafter the State Attorney and his Assistant to do and perform any official act that the
Attorneys, under his direction, shall perform State Attorney may do and perform.
11 the duties and functions of office hereto- Upon this amendment being adopted all funds
ore performed by the County Solicitor. Pending appropriated by law approved by the Budget
nformations filed in the Criminal Court of Commission and budgeted by the Board of
record shall not be invalidated hereby, and County Commissioners of Dade County for the
he State Attorney, or his Assistant State At- use of office of County Solicitor of Dade County,
orneys, may file amended informations in any Florida, and for the purpose of employing As-
uch cases if and when necessary. The Legisla- sistant County Solicitors and other office per-
ure may provide for Assistant State Attorneys sonnel shall thereafter be used for the opera-
Lnd Special Investigators for the State Attorney tion of the State Attorney's Office of the Elev-
of The Fourth Judicial Circuit, and all Assist- enth Judicial Circuit in and for Dade County,
Lnt State Attorneys of said Fourth Judicial and the employing of Assistant State Attorneys
Circuit shall be appointed by the State Attorney and other personnel for the operation of that
Lnd sworn in by the Court, and such Assistant office, and the said State Attorney is hereby
;tate Attorneys shall work under the direction authorized to employ such personnel, including
,f the State Attorney and shall have full au- Assistant State Attorneys, process servers and
hority to do and perform any official duties and investigator, in the same number and to be
lcts that the State Attorney may do and per- paid the same salary as the number of Assistant
:orm within said Fourth Judicial Circuit. County Solicitors, process servers and investi-

Upon this amendment being adopted all funds gator employed by the County Solicitor of Dade
Lppropriated by law approved by the Budget County, Florida.
Commission and budgeted by the Board of History.-Added S.J.R. 1201, 1955; adopted 1956.
county Commissioners of Duval County, Flor-
da, and for the purpose of employing Assistant SECTION 9C. Hillsborough County, offices
Jounty Solicitors and other office personnel of the state attorney and county solicitor.-On
3hall thereafter be used for the operation of the and after the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
etate Attorneys office of the Fourth Judicial day in January, 1969, there shall be a Prosecu-
Jircuit, and for the employing of Assistant ting Attorney of the Criminal Court of Record
State Attorneys and other personnel, of that of Hillsborough County to be known as County
)ffice, and the State Attorney is hereby author- Solicitor who shall be a separate official elected
zed to employ such personnel, including As- for a term of four years by the qualified elec-
;istant State Attorneys and investigators in the tors of the county as other state and county
same number and to be paid the same salary as officials are elected and whose compensation
;he number of Assistant County Solicitors and shall be fixed by law. Said County Solicitor
investigators employed by the County Solicitor shall perform the functions and duties of a
of Duval County, Florida. County Solicitor in the Criminal Court of Rec-

History.-Added S.J.R. 777, 1955; adopted 1956; Am. S.J.R. ord of Hillsborough County, Florida, as pre-
scribed by law in all noncapital felony cases
and other lesser offenses in said court's juris-

SECTION 9B. Dade County, state attorney diction
is prosecuting attorney, criminal court of re- After said time there shall also be a State
:ord.-On and after the first Tuesday after Attorney of the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit in
;he first Monday in January, 1957, the State and for Hillsborough County who shall be a
Xttorney of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit in separate official elected by the qualified elec-
md for Dade County, Florida, shall be the tors of that circuit in the same manner as other
prosecuting attorney of the Criminal Court of state and county officials to serve a term of
Record and the Court of Crimes of Dade County, four years who shall fulfill the duties pre-
ind the office of County Solicitor, the position scribed by law, including, but not limited to,
Af Assistant County Solicitor, the positions of prosecution of all capital felony cases.
process server and investigator in Dade County, The legislature may provide for Assistant
3hall stand abolished and terminated; and State Attorneys and Special Investigators for
;hereafter the State Attorney and his Assistant the State Attorney and for Assistant County
3tate Attorneys, under his direction, shall per- Solicitors and Special Investigators for the
Form all of the duties and functions of office County Solicitor of Hillsborough County, Flor-
heretofore performed by the County Solicitor. ida, and all Assistant State Attorneys and As-
Pending informations filed in the Criminal sistant County Solicitors and Investigators
Dourt of Record or Court of Crimes shall not shall be appointed by the State Attorney and
be invalidated hereby, and the State Attorney, the County Solicitor respectively and sworn in
~r his Assistant State Attorneys, may file by the court, and such Assistant State Attor-
amended informations in any such cases if neys and County Solicitors shall work under
and when necessary. The Legislature may the direction of said State Attorney and County
provide for Assistant State Attorneys and Solicitor and shall have full authority to do
Special investigators for the State Attorney of and perform any of the official duties and acts
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that the State Attorney and County Solicitor At the request of a judge of the circuit court
may do and perform. of Escambia County evidenced as now provid-

Pending informations filed in the Criminal ed by law a judge of the court of record may
Court of Record of Hillsborough County shall assume and perform in every respect the juris-
not be invalidated by this amendment or af- diction and duties of the circuit court of Es-
fected in any way hereby; and the County cambia County or a judge thereof, including
Solicitor may file amended informations in any the trial of capital cases and the power to sum-
such cases if and when necessary. mon and empanel a grand jury; and at the re-

The County Commissioners shall, upon this quest of a judge of the court of record evi-
amendment becoming effective, apportion the denced as now provided by law a judge of the
funds appropriated for the operation of the circuit court of Escambia County may assume
State Attorney's Office between the State At- and perform in every respect the duties and
torney's Office and the County Solicitor's Office jurisdiction of the court of record of Escambia
on the basis of the case load, personnel as- County or a judge thereof.
signed in the State Attorney's Office to handle There shall hereafter be elected for a term
the duties of the newly created County Solici- of four years by the qualified electors of Es-
tor, and the cost of operations ofsidt of four years by the qwfie electors of Esto hereafter, and the cost of operations of said two cambia County, Florida, a prosecuting attorney,offices. Thereafter, the Board of County Cor- who shall be known as "County Solicitor of
missioners of Hillsborough County shall appro- Escambia County, Florida", and who shall be
priate such funds as to them may be reason- the prosecuting attor ney in the Court of Record
ably required for the operation of the State the prosecuting attorney in the Court of Recordably required for the operation of the State in and for Escambia County, Florida, and his
Attorney's Office and County Solicitor's Office duties and c ompensation shall be fixed by law.

It is the express intent of the legislature and dutle c tion for County Solicitor shall be fixed by law
the electors of the State of Florida to create at the general electon ty Solicitor shall be held
offices of the State Attorney and County Solici- theeneral election in 1958, and each four
tor in Hillsborough County, Florida, which years thereafter, and the person elected at any
shall be separate, distinct, and unconnected uch election shall take offce e first Tuesday
with each other so that the same shall be and after the first Monday in January succeeding
exist as they did in said county before the first the date of the election. Any person now oc-Tuesday after the first Monday in January of cupying such office or who shall hereafter be
1961. appointed to fill any vacancy therein shall con-

History.-Added S.J.R. 532, 1957; adopted 1958; Am. S.J.R. 6 tinue in office until the election and qualifica-
1965; adopted 1966. tion of a County Solicitor hereunder.

SECTION 10. Court of Record of Escambia All offenses triable in the Court of Record
County.-In Escambia County there shall be in and for Escambia County, Florida, shall be
a court of record with two or more judges as prosecuted upon information under oath, to
the legislature may provide, who shall be elect- be filed by the County Solicitor, but the Grand
ed for a term of six years by the qualified elec- Jury of the Circuit Court for Escambia County,
tors of said county as other county officials Florida, may indict for offenses triable in said
are elected, and whose compensation shall be Court. Upon the finding of any such indict-
fixed by the legislature. Said court shall have ment the Circuit Judge shall admit to bail or
exclusive jurisdiction of all criminal cases not commit the accused pending trial in the Court
capital and, concurrent with the circuit court of Record in and for Escambia County, Florida,
of said county and the judges thereof, the same and trial shall be upon information filed by
original jurisdiction of all cases and matters the County Solicitor.
and the same power and authority to issue all The Clerk of said Court shall be elected by
writs as the c ircuit court of said county and the electors of Escambia County at the General

mon and empanel a grand jury, and jurisdiction and the person elected shall hold office for
of such other matters as the legislature may four years. The compensation and duties of
provide. The rules of procedure and practice the Clerk shall be fixed by law. The Clerk of
applicable to the circuit court of said county the Court of Record in and for Escambia
shall obtain in the court of record. County, Florida, elected at the General Election

The provisions of this constitution and all of 1956 and any successor appointed to fill
laws enacted in consonance therewith pertain- any vacancy in said office which may occur
ing to circuit courts and the officers thereof shall hold office until the first Tuesday after
and to appeals and writs of error from circuit the first Monday, January, 1961.
courts, including the manner of the appoint-
ment or election and the terms of office and The sheriff of the County shall be the execu-
compensation of said officers, shall apply with tive officer of said Court and his duties and
like effect to the court of record of Escambia compensation shall be fixed by law.
County and the officers thereof except as other- In event of vacancy in the office of County
wise provided in this section; provided that Solicitor, Clerk or other officer of the Courtthe compensation and expense allowances of of Record in and for Escambia County, Florida,said judges of said court of record shall be from any cause, the successor to fill such
paid by Escambia County and shall be the vacancy shall be appointed by the Governor
same as paid to and received from all sources to serve for the unexpired term of such office
by judges of the circuit court of said county which has become vacant.
resident in said county. History.-Am. H. J. R. 83-XX, 1956, adopted 1956.
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SECTION 11. Courts of Justices of the quency instead of crimes; to provide for the
peace.- qualification, election or selection and appoint-

(1) DISTRICTS AND PRESIDING OF- ment of judges, probation officers and such
rICER. There shall be not more than five other officers and employees of such courts as
ustice districts in each county, and there shall the legislature may determine, and to fix their
e elected one justice of the peace for each compensation and term of office; all in such
ustice district, who shall hold office for four manner, for such time, and according to such
,ears. Existing justice districts are hereby methods as the legislature may prescribe and
ecognized, but the legislature may, by special determine, without being limited therein by the
ict, from time to time change the boundaries provisions in this constitution as to trial by jury
If any such district now or hereafter estab- in *Sections 3 and **11 of the Declaration of
ished, and may establish new or abolish any Rights, as to the use of the terms "prosecuting
Much district now or hereafter existing. Pro- attorney" and "information" in ***Section 10
rided, however, that any such changes shall of the Declaration of Rights, as to election or
e submitted to the people of any county so appointment of officers in ****Section 27 of

Lffected, by referendum at the next ensuing Article 3, as to jurisdiction of criminal cases
reneral election. in Sections 6, 7, 9, and 11 of this Article, as to

(2) JURISDICTION. The justices of the original jurisdiction of the interests of minors
peace shall have jurisdiction in cases at law in in Section 6 of this Article, and as to style of
vhich the demand or value of the property in- process and prosecuting in the name of the
rolved does not exceed $100.00, and in which state in Section 20 of this Article, or other
'he cause of action accrued or the defendant existing conflicting provisions of this con-
'esides in his district; and in such criminal stitution.
,ases, except felonies, as may be prescribed by History.-Am. H.J.R. 810. 1955: adopted 1956.

aw, and he shall have power to issue process Note.*§
3

of D.R. now appears in 1968 revision as §22,

.or the arrest of all persons charged with fel- Note.-**§11 of D.R. now appears in 1968 revision as §16,
)nies and misdemeanors not within his jurisdic- Art. I.J ~~~Note.-***§i0 of D.R. now appears in 1968 revision as §15(a),;ion to try, and make the same returnable before Art.of DR now appears in 168 revision as §15(a)I.
limself or the county judge for examination, Note.-****§27 of Art. III now appears in 1968 revision as

lischarge, commitment or bail of the accused. §5(c) of Art- Il; §1(b) Art- IV.
justices of the peace shall have the power to SECTION 13. Eligibility requirements for
iold inquests of the dead. Appeal from justices justices and judges.-No person shall be eligible
)f the peace courts in criminal cases may be for the office of justice of the supreme court
;ried de novo under such regulations as the or judge of a district court of appeal unless he
legislature may prescribe. is a citizen of this state, and unless he is, at the

(3) CONSTABLES. A constable shall be time, a member of the Florida Bar in good stand-
dlected by the registered voters in each jus- ing and for a period of at least ten years has
tice's district, who shall perform such duties, been a member of the bar of Florida; and no
and under such regulations as may be pre- person shall be eligible for the office of judge
scribed by law. of a circuit court or criminal court of record

History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted, 1956. who is not twenty-five years of age and a mem-
SECTION 11A. Orange County; boundaries ber of the bar of Florida. Any senator or mem-

Df Justice of Peace Districts.-The board of ber of the house of representatives otherwise
county commissioners of Orange County may qualified shall be eligible for appointment or
at any time upon resolution, alter, change or election to any judicial office which may have
revise the boundary of any justice of the peace been created, or the emoluments whereof may
district within Orange County without referen- have been increased, during the time for which
dum; provided that no existing justice of the he was elected.
peace district shall be dissolved or otherwise History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

eliminated except as otherwise provided by SECTION 13A. Eligibility requirements for
law. A public hearing shall be held on the pro- justices and certain judges.-
posed resolution with ten days' notice pub- (1) No person shall be eligible for the office
lished in a newspaper of general circulation in of justice of the supreme court or judge of a
the county. district court of appeal unless he is a citizen

History.-Added H.J.R. 748, 1965; adopted 1966. of this state, and unless he is, and for a period

SECTION 12. Juvenile Courts; establishment; of ten years has been, a member of The Florida
jurisdiction; judge; officers; procedure. Bar; and no person shall be eligible for the
The legislature shall have power to create and office of Judge of a circuit court unless he is
establish juvenile courts in such county or a citizen of this state and unless he is, and
counties or districts within the state as it may for a period of five years has been, a memberof The Florida Bar. The judges of other courts
deem proper, and to define the jurisdiction and shall be citizens of this state and residents of
powers of such courts and the officers thereof, the county served. Any senator or member of
and to vest in such courts exclusive original the house of representatives otherwise qualified
jurisdiction of all or any criminal cases where shall be eligible for appointment or election to
minors under any age specified by the legisla- any judicial office, notwithstanding that it may
ture from time to time are accused, including have been created or its emoluments increased
the right to define any or all offenses com- during the time for which he was elected.
mitted by any such persons as acts of delin- History.-Added Corn. Sub. for S.J.R. 485, 1965; adopted 1966.
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SECTION 14. Vacancies in office of judge, shall be liable to impeachment for any mis-
how filled.-When the office of any judge shall demeanor in office.
become vacant from any cause, the successor History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.
to fill such vacancy shall be appointed or
elected only for the unexpired term of the SECTION 17A Discipline, retirement and
judge whose death, resignation, retirement, or removal of justices and certain judges.-
other cause created such vacancy. (1) Except as it provides for mandatory

History.-Am. H.J.R. 810. 1955; adopted 1956. retirement, this section shall apply to every
judgs-Crcui justice of the supreme court and judge of theSECTION 15. Election of judges.-Circuitdistrict courts of appeal and circuit courts. I1Ijudges shall be elected by the qualified electors shall be the sole method of disciplining, auto-of their respective judicial circuits as other matically or involuntarily retiring or removing

state and county officials are elected. such justices or judges, provided that all such
Judges of district courts of appeal shall be justices or judges shall be liable to impeach.

elected by the qualified electors of their re- ment for any misdemeanor in office. All justices
spective districts as other state and county and judges shall automatically retire at age
officials are elected. seventy except those who held any judicial of.

Justices of the supreme court shall be elected fice on July 1, 1957; provided, however, thaiby the qualified electors of the state as other such mandatory retirement shall not prohibit a
state and county officials are elected. justice or judge from serving the entire term

The judges of district courts of appeal identi- to which he was appointed or elected if he
fied as belonging to Group "A" shall be elected attains his seventieth birthday after serving al
in 1958 and every six years thereafter; those least one half of such term.
identified as belonging to Group "B" shall be (2) There shall be a judicial qualifications
elected in 1960 and every six years thereafter; commission composed of:
and those identified as belonging to Group "C" (a) Two judges of the district courts of ap-
shall be elected in 1962 and every six years peal appointed by the judges of those courts
thereafter. and two circuit court judges appointed by the

Election of circuit judges shall be held in the judges of those courts.
year 1960 and every six years thereafter. (b) Two members of The Florida Bar, whc

Two justices of the supreme court shall be shall have practiced law in this state for al
elected in 1958 and every six years thereafter; least eight years, appointed by the board ol
three justices of the supreme court shall be governors of The Florida Bar; and
elected in 1960 and every six years thereafter; (c) Three citizens, each of whom shall have
two justices of the supreme court shall be been a resident of this state for at least five
elected in 1962 and every six years thereafter. years, neither of whom shall be a justice o

Such elected justices and judges shall take judge of any court active or retired, nor a
office on the first Tuesday after the first Mon-member of The Florida Bar, appointed by the
day in the following January. governor. When a member appointed undei

History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956. paragraph (a) ceases to be a judge of the
court from which he was appointed or a mem-

SECTION 16. Terms of office of certain ber appointed under paragraph (b) ceases to be
judges.-The terms of office of justices of the a member of The Florida Bar, or a membei
supreme court, judges of d appointed under paragraph (c) becourtmes ofa jus-
peal, and circuit judges s s a tice or judge of any court or a member of TheHistory.-Am. H.J.R. 810e 1955; adopled 1956. Florida Bar, his membership on the commission

Hstory.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956. shall terminate and a successor shall be ap-
pointed for the remainder of his term. No mem-

SETO o7. Retirement, suseso and=
SECTION 17. Retirement, suspension and ber of the commission appointed under para-removal of judges.--Notwithstanding the pro- graphs (b) or (c) shall be eligible to suceed

visions of this Article relating to terms Of himself. Except as provided herein, no membei
office: of the commission shall hold a public office and

(1) All justices and judges shall automat- no member shall hold office in a political partyically retire at age 70; The compensation and terms of office of mem.(2) Subject to rules of procedure to be es- bers of the commission shall be fixed by law!

ten years or more, by a commission composed bers. The commission shall elect one of itof one justice of the supreme court to be se- members to serve as chairman.lected by that court, two judges of the district (3) Any justice or judge to whom thiscourts of appeal to be selected by the judges smay be disciplined byrivate
of said district courts of appeal, and two cir-reprimand or removed from office for willful ocuit judges and two county judges to be selected persistent failure to perform his duties or ha.by the supreme courtbitual intemperance or conduct unbecoming a(3) An justlce of the supreme court, judgemember of the judiciary or he may be involun-
of the district court of appeal, or circuit judge tarily retired for disability seriously interfer.
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ig with the performance of his duties, which determined by the supreme court shall not be
, or is likely to become, permanent in nature. deemed profit.
.fter such investigation as it deems necessary, History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

ie judicial qualifications commission may con- CTI 1. i saai -
uct a hearing concerning the removal, disci- SECTION 19. Judicial salaries and ex-
line or retirement of a justice or judge or penses.-Justices of the supreme court and
,quest the supreme court to appoint three Judges of all other courts shall receive for their
pecial referees, who shall be active or retired services salaries or compensation provided by
istices or judges of courts of record, to hear jlaw. A retired justlce or judge assigned to active
nd take evidence in any such matter, and to Judicial service shall, while so serving, receive
sport thereon to the commission. All hearings as additional compensation the difference be-
hall be held in the county in which the justice tween his retirement benefits and the compen-
r judge involved resides. Testimony shall be sation applicable to such service. Salaries of
nder oath, administered by a member of the elrcuit judges may be supplemented in any
ommission or a special referee, and subject to county or counties when authorized by law. Ju-
he penalties for perjury. If after hearing, or dlclal officers shall be paid such actual and
fter considering the record and report of the necessary expenses as may be authorized by
eferees, the commission finds good cause law.-
herefor, it shall recommend to the supreme History.-Am.H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

ourt the removal, discipline or retirement of SECTION 20. Style of process.-The style of
he justice or judge. The supreme court shall all process shall be "The State of Florida" and
eview the record of the proceedings on the all prosecutions shall be conducted in the name
aw and facts and shall order removal, disci- and by the authority of the State.
line or retirement, as it finds just and proper, History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.
r wholly reject the commission s recommenda-
ion. Upon an order for involuntary retirement SECTION 21. Referees.-Any civil cause may
or disability, the justice or judge shall thereby be tried before a practicing attorney as referee
Pe retired at retirement pay to be fixed by law upon the applications of the parties and an
which as to a justice of the supreme court, order from the court in whose jurisdiction the
udge of a district court of appeal or circuit case may be, authorizing such trial and ap-
udge shall not be less than two thirds of his pointing such referee. The referee shall keep
hen compensation if he has served for ten a complete record of the case, including the
rears or more as justice or judge of such court evidence taken, and such record shall be filed
r courts. Upon an order for removal, the with the papers in the case in the office of the
ustice or judge shall thereby be removed from clerk; and the cause shall be subject to an
office, and his salary shall cease from the date appeal in the manner prescribed by law.
Pf such order. The supreme court shall make History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

*ules providing for the procedure before the
commission and the referees and the extent to SECTION 22. Juries.-The number of jurors
vhich communications shall be privileged or for trial of causes in any court may be fixed
confidential, provided that upon the entry of by law but shall not be less than six in any
in order of discipline, removal or retirement case.
;he record shall no longer remain confidential. History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

k justice or judge shall be disqualified in any SECTION 23. Admission and discipline of
Proceeding involving his own discipline, re- S
irement or removal. The supreme court shall attorneys.-The supreme court shall have ex-
y rule provide for the disqualification of any clusive jurisdictilon over the admission to the

nerber of the commission or referee and for practice of law and the discipline of persons
;he ad hoc appointment of a person to take the admitted. It may provide for an agency to han-
Alace of a disqualified person. die admissions subject to its supervision. It

(4) In the event a judge is removed from may also provide for the handling of discipli-
)ffice, his judicial service shall not provide im- nary matters in the circuit courts and the dis-
rnunity from disciplinary proceedings for pro- trict courts of appeal, or by commissions con-
Eessional misconduct performed during his sisting of members of the bar to be designated
term of office or prior thereto. by it, the supreme court, subject to its super-

vision and review.
History.-Added S.J.R. 485, 1965; adopted 1966. History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

SECTION 18. Prohibited activities of SECTION 24. Effect of reduction of number
judges.-Justices of the supreme court, judges of judges.-Any law reducing the number of
of district courts of appeal and circuit judges judges of any court shall not shorten the term
shall devote full time to their judicial duties,of any judge then in office.
shall not engage in the practice of law or hold History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 195f6.

any office or position of profit under this state SECTION 25. Judicial Officers as conserv-
or any office of profit under the United States, aosE I o p. All j ffic es in thise
and shall not hold office in any political party. s s be conservators of the peace.

Compensation for service in the state militia state shall beconservar f the p
or the armed forces of the United States or History.-Am. H.J.R. 810, 1955; adopted 1956.

other defense agencies recognized by the su- SECTION 26. Schedule.-
preme court for such periods of time as may be (1) This Article shall become effective on
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the first day of July 1957 and shall replace all (8) Until otherwise provided by law, therof Article V, and shall supersede any other pro- shall be an additional judge for the Fourth Juvisions of the present constitution of Florida in dicial Circuit who shall reside in Duval Count3conflict herewith, which shall then stand re- and shall receive the same salary and allowpealed. ances for expenses as other circuit judges in and
(2) Until changed by law as authorized in for the circuit court of said county, which salthis Article, the appellate districts shall be ary and expenses shall be paid by said count,composed as follows: out of its general revenue. The additiona
FIRST DISTRICT: judge of the circuit court of Duval County hold

The 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, and ing office on the effective date of this Articl14th judicial circuits as presently con- under former Section 42 of Article V shall bestituted. come the additional judge here provided fo
SECOND DISTRICT: until the expiration of his then term of office

The 6th, 9th, 10th, 12th, and 13th ju- (9) There shall be an additional circuit judge
dicial circuits as presently constituted. for the circuit court of the judicial circuiTHIRD DISTRICT: wherein the state capital is located. Subse
The 11th, 15th, and 16th judicial cir- quent to the first Tuesday after the first Moncuits as presently constituted. day in January 1957, the governor shall appoin(3) The provisions of the Article governing the first judge hereunder to serve for a terneligibility for office shall not affect the right expiring on the first Tuesday after the firsof any incumbent to continue in office or to Monday in January 1959, following the electioiseek reelection. of his successor at the general election in No

(4) Except to the extent inconsistent with vember 1958, which successor shall serve forthe provisions of this Article, all provisions of term expiring on the first Tuesday after thilaw and rules of court in force on the effective first Monday in January 1961, following thidate of this Article shall continue in effect until election of his successor at the general electioisuperseded in a manner authorized by the con- in November 1960, which successor shall serve
stitution. for the full term and his successors chosen an(5) Judges of the district courts of appeal otherwise provided for circuit judges.

the effective date gofvernor shall take ffice on (10) Until otherwise provided by the legisthe effective date of this Article. lature, orders of the Florida Industrial Coin
(6) The supreme court may transfer to the mission shall be subject to review only by perespective district courts of appeal such causes, tition to the district crt of appeal for wr

matters and proceedings as are pending in the of certiorari.
supreme court on the effective date of this A * *
Article which are within the jurisdiction of (11) All provisions of law pertaining to th
such courts as the supreme court may see fit. tate Board of Law Examiners shall continu
No case that has been orally argued before the effect untl superseded in a manner author
supreme court shall be so transferred. The zed by this Article.
supreme court shall have and retain jurisdic- (12) This Article shall not disturb the term
tion and authority over all causes, matters and of incumbent Judges.
proceedings not so transferred to the district (13) The provision for automatic retiremeni
courts of appeal. in Section 17 of this Article does not apply t(

(7) All trial courts as organized and consti- any person now holding office.
tuted on the effective date of this Article shall, (14) Upon the adoption of this Article, th(except as otherwise provided herein, continue legislature shall enact such laws and make suckwith their jurisdiction, judges and officers, in- appropriations and the supreme court shal:cluding the manner of their election or appoint- make such rules as may be necessary or propeiment, until otherwise provided by the legisla- to give effect to its provisions.
ture. History.-Am. H. J. R. 810, 1955, adopted 1956.

ARTICLE VI

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS
Sec. Sec.

1. Regulation of elections. 4. Disqualifications.
2. Electors. 5. General and special elections.
3. Oath. 6. Municipal and district elections.
SECTION 1. Regulation of elections.-All for one year in the state and six months irelections by the people shall be by direct and a county, if registered as provided by lawsecret vote. General elections shall be deter- shall be an elector of that county. Provisionsmined by a plurality of votes cast. Registra- may be made by law for other bona fide resition and elections shall, and political party dents of the state who are at least twenty-onfunctions may, be regulated by law. years of age to vote in the election of pres
SECTION 2. Electors.-Every citizen of the idential electors

United States who is at least twenty-one years SECTION 3. Oath.-Each eligible citizerof age and who has been a permanent resident upon registering shall subscribe the following
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: do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
iotect and defend the Constitution of the November of each even-numbered year to
nited States and the Constitution of the State choose a successor to each elective state and

Florida, and that I am qualified to register county officer whose term will expire before
an elector under the Constitution and laws the next general election and, except as pro-
the State of Florida." vided herein, to fill each vacancy in elective

SECTION 4. Disqualifications.-No person office for the unexpired portion of the term.
)nvicted of a felony, or adjudicated in this Special elections and referenda shall be held as
*any other state to be mentally incompetent, provided by law.
tall be qualified to vote or hold office until SECTION 6. Municipal and district elec-
storation of civil rights or removal of dis- tions.-Registration and elections in munic-
)ility tions.-Registration and elections in munic-
)ility. ipalities shall, and in other governmental
SECTION 5. General and special elections.- entities created by statute may, be provided by
general election shall be held in each county law.

ARTICLE VII

FINANCE AND TAXATION

~c. Sec.
1. Taxation; appropriations; state ex- 7. Allocation of pari-mutuel taxes.

penses. 8. Aid to local governments.
2. Taxes; rate. 9. Local taxes.
3. Taxes; exemptions. 10. Pledging credit.
4. Taxation; assessments. 11. State bonds; revenue bonds.
5. Estate, inheritance and income taxes. 12. Local bonds.
6. Homestead exemptions. 13. Relief from illegal taxes.

SECTION 1. Taxation; appropriations; state law to make payment to the taxing unit in
cpenses.- which the property is located. Such portions
(a) No tax shall be levied except in pur- of property as are used predominantly for

zance of law. No state ad valorem taxes shall educational, literary, scientific, religious or
A levied upon real estate or tangible personal charitable purposes may be exempted by
'operty. All other forms of taxation shall be general law from taxation.
:eempted to the state except as provided by (b) There shall be exempt from taxation,
meral law. cumulatively, to every head of a family re-

(b) Motor vehicles, boats, airplanes, trailers, siding in this state, household goods and
ailer coaches and mobile homes, as defined personal effects to the value fixed by general
r law, shall be subject to a license tax for law, not less than one thousand dollars, and
teir operation in the amounts and for the to every widow or person who is blind or
irposes prescribed by law, but shall not be totally and permanently disabled, property to
ibject to ad valorem taxes. the value fixed by general law not less than
(c) No money shall be drawn from the five hundred dollars.

easury except in pursuance of appropriation
ade by law. SECTION 4. Taxation; assessments.-By
(d) Provision shall be made by law for general law regulations shall be prescribed

rising sufficient revenue to defray the expenses ich shall secure a just valuation of all
: the state for each fiscal period. property for ad valorem taxation, provided:

SECTION 2. Taxes; rate.-All ad valorem (a) Agricultural land or land used ex-
xation shall be at a uniform rate within clusively for non-commercial recreational pur-
tch taxing unit, except the taxes on intangible poses may be classified by general law and
)rsonal property may be at different rates assessed solely on the basis of character or
it shall never exceed two mills on the dollar use.

assessed value; provided, as to any obliga- (b) Pursuant to general law tangible per-
ons secured by mortgage, deed of trust, or sonal property held for sale as stock in trade
;her lien on real estate wherever located, an and livestock may be valued for taxation at a
tangible tax of not more than two mills on specified percentage of its value.

Le dollar may be levied by law to be in lieu
all other intangible assessments on such SECTION 5. Estate, inheritance and in-

)ligations. come taxes.-No tax upon estates or inherit-
ances or upon the income of residents or

SECTION 3. Taxes; exemptions.- citizens of the state shall be levied by the
(a) All property owned by a municipality state, or under its authority, in excess of the

id used exclusively by it for municipal or aggregate of amounts which may be allowed
iblic purposes shall be exempt from taxa- to be credited upon or deducted from any
~n. A municipality, owning property outside similar tax levied by the United States or any
Le municipality, may be required by generalstate.
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SECTION 6. Homestead exemptions.- owners of freeholds therein not wholly exem]
(a) Every person who has the legal or from taxation. A county furnishing municip.

equitable title to real estate and maintains services may, to the extent authorized by lal
thereon the permanent residence of the owner, levy additional taxes within the limits fixe
or another legally or naturally dependent upon for municipal purposes.
the owner, shall be exempt from taxation
thereon, except assessments for special benefits, SECTION 10. Pledging credit.-Neither ti
up to the assessed valuation of five thousand state nor any county, school district, mu
dollars, upon establisment of right thereto in lpallty, special district, or agency of any
the manner prescribed by law. The real estate them, shall become a joint owner with, or stoci
may be held by legal or equitable title, by the holder of, or give, lend or use its taxing pow
entireties, jointly, in common, as a condomin- or credit to aid any corporation, associatioi
ium, or indirectly by stock ownership or mem- partnership or person; but this shall not prm
bership representing the owner's or member's hibit laws authorizing:
proprietary interest in a corporation owning (a) the investment of public trust fund
a fee or a leasehold initially in excess of ninety- (b) the investment of other public funds
eight years. obligations of, or insured by, the United Stat

(b) Not more than one exemption shall be or any of its instrumentalities;
allowed any individual or family unit or with (c) the issuance and sale by any count
respect to any residential unit. No exemption municipality, special district or other loc
shall exceed the value of the real estate governmental body of (1) revenue bonds
assessable to the owner or, in case of owner- finance or refinance the cost of capital projec
ship through stock or membership in a corpora- for airports or port facilities, or (2) reven
tion, the value of the proportion which his bonds to finance or refinance the cost of capit
interest in the corporation bears to the assessed projects for industrial or manufacturing plan
value of the property. to the extent that the interest thereon is exem

(c) By general law and subject to conditionsfrom income taxes under the then existing lav
specified therein, the exemption may be in- of the United States, when, in either case, ti
creased up to an amount not exceeding ten revenue bonds are payable solely from reven
thousand dollars of the assessed value of the derived from the sale, operation or leasing 
real estate if the owner has attained age sixty- the projects. If any project so financed, or ar
five or is totally and permanently disabled. part thereof, is occupied or operated by at

private corporation, association, partnership i
SECTION 7. Allocation of pari-mutuel person pursuant to contract or lease with t]

taxes.-Taxes upon the operation of pari-mutuel issuing body, the property interest created I
pools may be preempted to the state or allocated such contract or lease shall be subject to tax
in whole or in part to the counties. When al- tion to the same extent as other private
located to the counties, the distribution shall owned property.
be in equal amounts to the several counties. SECTION 11. State bonds; revenue bonds..

SECTION 8. Aid to local governments.- (a) State bonds pledging the full faith ai
SECTION 8. Aippropriaed to local governments.- credit of the state may be issued only to finan

State funds may be appropriated to the severalor refinance the cost of state capital projec
counties, school districts, municipalities or upon approval by a vote of the electors; pr
special districts upon such conditions as may vided state bonds issued pursuant to this su
be provided by general law. section (a) may be refunded without a vote

the electors at a lower net average intere
SECTION 9. Local taxes.- cost rate. The total outstanding principal
(a) Counties, school districts, and munic- state bonds issued pursuant to this subsecti

ipalities shall, and special districts may, be (a) shall never exceed fifty per cent of t
authorized by law to levy ad valorem taxes and total tax revenues of the state for the two pi
may be authorized by general law to levy ceding fiscal years.
other taxes, for their respective purposes, ex- (b) Moneys sufficient to pay debt servi
cept ad valorem taxes on intangible personal on state bonds as the same becomes due sh;
property and taxes prohibited by this consti- be appropriated by law.
tution. (c) Revenue bonds may be issued by t

(b) Ad valorem taxes, exclusive of taxes state or its agencies without a vote of t
levied for the payment of bonds and taxes electors only to finance or refinance the cc
levied for periods not longer than two years of state capital projects and shall be payal
when authorized by vote of the electors who solely from funds derived from sources oth
are the owners of freeholds therein not wholly than state tax revenues or rents or fees pa
exempt from taxation, shall not be levied in from state tax revenues.
excess of the following millages upon the as-
sessed value of real estate and tangible per- SECTION 12. Local bonds.-C o u n t i e
sonal property: for all county purposes, ten school districts, municipalities, special distri(
mills; for all municipal purposes, ten mills; and local governmental bodies with taxi
for all school purposes, ten mills; and for powers may issue bonds, certificates of i
special districts a millage authorized by law debtedness or any form of tax anticipati
approved by vote of the electors who are certificates, payable from ad valorem taxati
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ad maturing more than twelve months after terest and redemption premium thereon at a
suance only: lower net average interest cost rate.
(a) to finance or refinance capital projects SECTION 13. Relief from illegal taxes.-
ithorized by law and only when approved by Until payment of all taxes which have been

Ate of the electors who are owners of free- legally assessed upon the property of the same
olds therein not wholly exempt from taxation; owner, no court shall grant relief from the
r payment of any tax that may be illegal or

(b) to refund outstanding bonds and in- illegally assessed.

ARTICLE VIII

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

ec. Sec.
1. Counties. 4. Transfer of powers.
2. Municipalities. 5. Local option.
3. Consolidation. 6. Schedule.

SECTION 1. Counties.- prescribed by general law, county ordinances
(a):- POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. The state not inconsistent with general or special law,

hall be divided by law into political subdivi- but an ordinance in conflict with a municipal
ions called counties. Counties may be created, ordinance shall not be effective within the
bolished or changed by law, with provision municipality to the extent of such conflict.
cr payment or apportionment of the public (g) CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Counties
ebt. operating under county charters shall have all

(b) COUNTY FUNDS. The care, custody powers of local self-government not incon-
nd method of disbursing county funds shall sistent with general law, or with special law
e provided by general law. approved by vote of the electors. The govern-

(c) GOVERNMENT. Pursuant to general ing body of a county operating under a char-
r special law, a county government may be ter may enact county ordinances not incon-
stablished by charter which shall be adopted, sistent with general law. The charter shall
mended or repealed only upon vote of the provide which shall prevail in the event of
lectors of the county in a special election conflict between county and municipal ordi-
alled for that purpose. nances.

(d) COUNTY OFFICERS. There shall be (h) TAXES; LIMITATION. Property sit-
lected by the electors of each county, for uate within municipalities shall not be sub-
erms of four years, a sheriff, a tax collector, ject to taxation for services rendered by the

tax assessor, a supervisor of elections, and a county exclusively for the benefit of the prop-
lerk of the circuit court; except, when pro- erty or residents in unincorporated areas.
ided by county charter or special law ap- (i) COUNTY ORDINANCES. Each county
'roved by vote of the electors of the county, ordinance shall be filed with the secretary of
,ny county officer may be chosen in another state and shall become effective at such time
ranner therein specified, or any county office thereafter as is provided by general law.
aay be abolished when all the duties of the (j) VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES. Per-
>ffice prescribed by general law are transferred sons violating county ordinances shall be pros-
o another office. When not otherwise provided ecuted and punished as provided by law.
iy county charter or special law approved by
ote of the electors, the clerk of the circuit (k) COUNTY SEAT In every county there
ourt shall be ex officio clerk of the board of shall be a county seat at which shall be located
ounty commissioners, auditor, recorder and the principal offices and permanent records of
ustodian of all county funds. all county officers. The county seat may not be

(e) COMMISSIONERS. Except when other- moved except as provided by general law.
vise provided by county charter, the govern- Branch offices for the conduct of county busi-
ng body of each county shall be a board of ness may be established elsewhere in the county
county commissioners composed of five mem- by resolution of the governing body of the
mers serving staggered terms of four years. county in the manner prescribed by law No
kfter each decennial census the board of county instrument shall be deemed recorded in the
ommissioners shall divide the county into county until filed at the county seat according
Districts of contiguous territory as nearly equal to law
n population as practicable. One commissioner SECTION 2 Municipalities.-
-esiding in each district shall be elected by the
Klectors of the county. (a) ESTABLISHMENT. Municipalities may

(f) NON-CHARTER GOVERNMENT. Coun- be established or abolished and their charters
;ies not operating under county charters shall amended pursuant to general or special law.
lave such power of self-government as is pro- When any municipality is abolished, provision
Tided by general or special law. The board of shall be made for the protection of its creditors.
'ounty commissioners of a county not operat- (b) POWERS. Municipalities shall have
ng under a charter may enact, in a manner governmental, corporate and proprietary powers
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to enable them to conduct municipal govern- districts of the state, their powers, jurisdi
ment, perform municipal functions and render tion and government.
municipal services, and may exercise any power (c) OFFICERS TO CONTINUE IN OFFIC]
for municipal purposes except as otherwise Every person holding office when this artic
provided by law. Each municipal legislative becomes effective shall continue in office f(
body shall be elective. the remainder of the term if that office is ni

(c) ANNEXATION. Municipal annexation abolished. If the office is abolished the incur
of unincorporated territory, merger of munic- bent shall be paid adequate compensation, I
ipalities, and exercise of extra-territorial pow- be fixed by law, for the loss of emolument
ers by municipalities shall be as provided by for the remainder of the term.
general or special law. (d) ORDINANCES. Local laws relating on.

to unincorporated areas of a county on tl
SECTION 3. Consolidation.-The govern- effective date of this article may be amendcment of a county and the government of one or or repealed by county ordinance.

more municipalities located therein may be con- (e) CONSOLIDATION AND HOME RUL]
solidated into a single government which may Article VIII, Sections 9, **1, 11 an
exercise any and all powers of the county and **24, of the Contitution of 1885, as amende
the several municipalities. The consolidation shall remain in full force and effect as to eac
plan may be proposed only by special law, county affected, as if this article had not beewhich shall become effective if approved by adopted, until that county shall expressly ado
vote of the electors of the county, or of the a charter or home rule plan pursuant to th
county and municipalities affected, as may be article All provisions of the Metropolitan Da
provided in the plan. Consolidation shall not Home Rule art heretrofor o e
extend the territorial scope of taxation for the fter adopted by the electors of Dade Coun
payment of pre-existing debt except to areas pursuant t *Article VIII Section 11 of t
whose residents receive a benefit from the*whose. orsesiden . receive h ben fo .ne tede .. Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall be valifacility or service for which the indebtedness anmendmnt uc are sal~was incurred. ~~~and any amendments to such charter shall lwas incurred. valid; provided that the said provisions of su(

SECTION 4. Transfer of powers.-By law charter and the said amendments thereto a:
or by resolution of the governing bodies of authorized under said ***Article VIII, Secti(
each of the governments affected, any function 11, of the Constitution of 1885, as amended.
or power of a county, municipality or special (f) DADE COUNTY; POWERS COI
district may be transferred to or contracted to FERRED UPON MUNICIPALITIES. To the e
be performed by another county, municipality tent not inconsistent with the powers of exis
or special district, after approval by vote of the ing municipalities or general law, the Metr
electors of the transferor and approval by vote politan Government of Dade County may exe
of the electors of the transferee, or as other- cise all the powers conferred now or hereaft
wise provided by law by general law upon municipalities.

(g) DELETION OF OBSOLETE SCHE]
SECTION 5. Local option.-Local option on ULE ITEMS. The legislature shall have powe

the legality or prohibition of the sale of in- by joint resolution, to delete from this artic
toxicating liquors, wines or beers shall be any subsection of this Section 6, including th
preserved to each county. The status of a subsection, when all events to which the su
county with respect thereto shall be changed section to be deleted is or could become a
only by vote of the electors in a special election plicable have occurred. A legislative determr
called upon the petition of twenty-five per cent nation of fact made as a basis for applicatic
of the electors of the county, and not sooner of this subsection shall be subject to judici
than two years after an earlier election on the review.
same question. Where legal, the sale of intox-
icating liquors wines and beers shall be reg- *Note.--Section 9 of Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885,icating liquors, wie adbeshllerg amended, reads as follows:
ulated by law. SECTION 9. Legislative power over city of Jacksonville a

Duval County.-The Legislature shall have power to establi;SECTION 6. Schedule.-- alter or abolish, a Municipal corporation to be known as 1
(a) This article shall replace all of Article City of Jacksonville, extending territorially throughout I

present limits of Duval County, in the place of any orVIII of the Constitution of 1885, as amended, county, district, municipal and local governments, boards, bod
except those sections expressly retained and and officers, constitutional or statutory, legislative, executi
made a part of this article by reference. judicial, or administrative, and shall prescribe the jurisdictimade a part ofthis articlebyreferpowers, duties and functions of such municipal corporation,

(b) COUNTIES; COUNTY SEATS; MUNIC- legislative, executive, judicial and administrative departme:
IPALITIES; DISTRICTS. The status of the and its boards, bodies and officers; to divide the territ(

' _Th ./ l ~i ~i ~un e Xs tatus o f heincluded in such municipality into subordinate districts, and
following items as they exist on the date this prescribe a just and reasonable system of taxation for su
article becomes effective is recognized and shall municipality and districts; and to fix the liability of such mu:~ ,~. .- ~ 2 ~., 1 .i- .i ~ * . , cipality and districts. Bonded and other indebtedness, existibe continued until changed in accordance with at the time of the establishment of such municipality, shall
law: the counties of the state; their status enforceable only against property theretofore taxable theref. a w. .h co un ties , th .sae hersauThe Legislature shall, from time to time, determine what pi
With respect to the legality of the sale of in- tion of said municipality is a rural area, and a homestead
toxicating liquors, wines and beers; the method such rural area shall not be limited as if in a city or ton

oi f cut ofces the performa'nc Such municipality may exercise all the powers of a munici]of selection of county officers; the performance corporation and shall also be recognized as one of the lei
of municipal functions by county officers; the political divisions of the State with the duties and obligatei

of a county and shall be entitled to all the powers, rights scounty seats; and the municipalities and special privileges, including representation in the State Legislatu
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cih would accrue to it if it were a county. All property of County Commissioners of Dade County to pass ordinances relat-
'al County and of the municipalities in said county shall vest ing to the affairs, property and government of Dade County,
uch municipal corporation when established as herein pro- and provide suitable penalties for the violation thereof; to levy
,d. The offices of Clerk of the Circuit Court and Sheriff shall and collect such taxes as may be authorized by general law and
be abolished but the Legislature may prescribe the time no other taxes, and to do- everything necessary to carry on a

n, and the method by which, such offices shall be filled and central metropolitan government in Dade County.
compensation to be paid to such officers and may vest in (c) May change the boundaries of, merge, consolidate, and

n additional powers and duties. No county office shall be abolish and may provide a -method for changing the boundaries
lished or consolidated with another office without making of, merging, consolidating and abolishing from time to time
vision for the performance of all State duties now or here- all municipal corporations, county or district governments,
,r prescribed by law to be performed by such county officer. special taxsng districts, authorities, boards, or other govern-
hing contained herein shall affect Section 20 of Article III of mental units whose Jurisdiction lies wholly within Dade County,
Constitution of the State of Florida, except as to such pro- whether such governmental units are created by the Constitu-

ons therein as relate to regulating the jurisdiction and duties tion or the Legislature or otherwise, except the Dade County
ny class of officers, to summoning and impanelling grand and Board of County Commissioners as it may be provided for

It jurors, to assessing and collecting taxes for county pur- frmtm otm yti oerl hre n h or
es and to regulating the fees and compensation of county ofro tubime Intouctime by thiahoe roulecaretndte.or
cers. No law authorizing the establishing or abolishing of ofPubli Insruction of Dathde Cony.wihayadalo h
h. Municipal corporation pursuant to this Section, shall be- ()Mypoieamto ywihayadalo h
le operative or effective until approved by a majority of the functions or powers of any municipal corporation or other
Jified electors participating in an election held in said governmental unit in Dade County may be transferred to the
Lnty, but so long as such Municipal corporation exists under Board of County Commissioners of Dade County.

Section the Legislature may amend or extend the law au- (e) May provide a method for establishing new municipal
rising the same without referendum to the qualified voters corporations, special taxing districts, and other governmental
ess the Legislative act providing for such amendment or ex- units in Dade County from time to time and provide for their
sion shall provide for such referendum. government and prescribe their jurisdiction and powers.

[isory-AdedS.J.R. 113, 1933; adopted 1934. (f) May abolish and may provide a method for abolishing
[istory.-Added, ~~~~~~~from time to time all offices provided for by Article VIII,

*Note...Section 10, Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885, as Section 6, of the Constitution or by the Legislature, except
snded, reads as follows: the Superintendent of Public Instruction and may provide for

ECTIN 10 Legslatve pwer ver ity f Ke Wes and the consolidation and transfer of the functions of such offices,
reCTO 10nt.-h Legislati r halhve power ovrctyo oe West andsh provided, however, that there shall be no power to abolish

nroe cbounty-he Legiisalaturpresalltavo pwe to establisash, or impair the jurisdiction of the Circuit Court or to abolish
Vr or aboish aet Mutnicipalcorpraiontori bel knrownhoas the any other court provided for by this Constitution or by general
sen ofmKey West Morexteunding trintoripally thoughnyout the law, or the judges or clerks thereof although such charter may
sent limticts ofmonroepa Conty inca thverplaens bofanys bordall create new courts and Judges and clerks thereof with juris-
nty dficestrc, munsicuipnal and localugovrnmeniltsbord, bdcuives diction to try all offenses against ordinances passed by the

I ficers, codmnistitutionalno statutorylegslative, t exeridcutive, Board of County Commissioners of Dade County and none
icia, orie andmi unisrtive, and suhal prescribeath jurisdiction,it of the other courts provided for by this Constitution or by
esldties andutve funictions ofnuc amunictaipal coporationts general law shall have original jurisdiction to try such of-

I isative dsexecuivesuica and afies odminisetraie deparitmeynts fenses, although the charter may confer appellate jurisdiction
I its boards boieu adnfic ers;tyi to suodividete diterictory in-t on such courts, and provided further that if said home rule
scied in jsuc municipaliyontol subemordnt disatricts and toc charter shall abolish any county office or offices as authorized
scribea just and dsreaso;nabl sytem ofx thelaxatio ofo such herein, that said charter shall contain adequate provision for
nicipality and districts; aoddandt i otherlibiinetyeofesuch the carrying on of all functions of said office or offices as are
stniciaity and diseoftric ets. bondhed nd othrc muindebtednes, now or may hereafter be prescribed by general law.
stin atbte timrcabe ofnth estabinshmroentyo suhermuniciptaablty (g) Shall provide a method by which each municipal corpora-

l e eforTeabLeg onlytr sagains prop iert thertofoe, dtaxable tion in Dade County shall have the power to make, amend

at portion of said municipality is a rural area, and a home- Orepaitow charter. byothedelectors this mehdhhlobmxcui ean thle
ad in such rural area shall not be limited as if in a city Leisartureb shalae noepower thsmtod samen or repealusthe cardther
town. Such municipality may exercise all the powers of a ofgisanytunicipallhv corporatio in Damede County. lthcare

[nicipal corporation and shall also be recognized as one of o n uiia oprto nDd ony
legal political divisions of the State with the duties and (h) May change the name of Dade County.

(i) Shall provide a method for the recall of any commissioner
igations of a county and shall be entitled to all the powers, and a method for Initiative and referendum, including the initia-
hts and privileges, including representation in the State tion of and referendum on ordinances and the amendment or
rislature, which would accrue to it if it were a county. All revision of the home rule charter, provided, however, that
)perty of Monroe County and of the municipality in said the power of the Governor and Senate relating to the suspen-
inty shall vest in such municipal corporation when established sion and removal of officers provided for in this Constitution
herein provided, The offices of Clerk of the Circuit Court shall not be impaired, but shall extend to all officers pro-

[I Sheriff shall not be abolished but the Legislature may pre- vided for in said home rule charter.
ibe the time when, and the method by which, such offices (2) Provision shall be made for the protection of the creditors
dl be filled and the compensation to be paid to such officers of any governmental unit which is merged, consolidated, or
ci may vest in them additional powers and duties. No county abolished or whose boundaries are changed or functions or~ce shall be abolished or consolidated with another office poestafred
thout making provision for the performance of all State duties power Transfhoe rred. rtrsalepeprdbaMto
w or hereafter prescribed by law to be performed by such (3)ta ThshmerlCharter shallrete bte prepisatred byd sallMeto
.inty officer. Nothing contained herein shall affect Section 20 poesetan t Cather Boardctreae by thde Legisltufre randfshallo be
Article III of the Constitution of the State of Florida, except presentedn to the elnetrs pofvDdedb Cutye forisratificaUtion or
to such provisions therein as relate to regulating the Juris- rejecto nl cathemner providped b the Legislature.ma Unomtilma
,tion and duties of any class of officers, to summoning and hm uecatri dpe h eiltr a rmtm

panllig gandandpett jris, o asesingandcolectng to time create additional Charter Boards to prepare charters
paeslfor county an pupoesi and es to regulatingtefe and com-ctn to be presented to the electors of Dade County for ratification
nsato fof county offisers. ando lawulauthoiing the festablishing or rejection in the manner provided by the Legislature. Such

abolihng of sounyfch rsMuNicipal corporationg pursuantltoshisg Charter, once adopted by the electors, may be amended only
abtionshall bescm operciativ coorrefetive pruntlapprtove byi by the electors of Dade County and this charter shall provide

majorityaof thequlifed o eaiectors pareticipantingi anproelectio a method for submitting future charter revisions and amend-
madoiny sai Cuty, butlfe solongoas sucr Muicipain corporaletion ments to the electors of Dade County.
Idistnde this Secntion btheo lengiasslaure mayiciamen coporexteond (4) The County Commission shall continue to receive its pro

law aundrthoizingtio thesae weithotutereendma to thendo qualifid rata share of all revenues payable by the state from whatever
tersw aunless in the Lgslatie Achotproviding umfor suhe amendment source to the several counties and the state of Florida shall
eters nlsio sha Lgsaiv c providen for such refe endum.t pay to the Commission all revenues which would have been

extesionshal proide or sch rferedum.paid to any municipality in Dade County which may be
Hlistory.-Added, S.J.R. 429, 1935; adopted 1936. abolished by or in the method provided by this home rule

charter; provided, however, the Commission shall reimburse
***Note.-...Section 11 of Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885, the comptroller of Florida for the expense incurred if any,

amended, reads as follows: in the keeping of separate records to determine the amounts of
money which would have been payable to any such municipality.

3ECTION 11. Dade County, home rule charter.-(l) The. elec- (5) Nothing in this section shall limit or restrict the power of



ART. IX CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART.

any such applicable general law except as expressly authorized mission established by the legislature. The legislature may p
herein, nor shall the charter of any municipality in Dade vide for the continuing existence of any charter commiss
County conflict with this Constitution or any such applicable or may establish a charter commission or commissions sub
general law except as expressly authorized herein, provided quent to any initial commission without regard to any elect
however that said charter and said ordinances enacted in or elections held upon any charter or charters theretof
pursuance thereof may conflict with, modify or nullify any presented. A charter shall become effective only upon ratifi
existing local, special or general law applicable only to Dade tion by a majority of the electors of Hillsborough county vot
County. in a general or special election as provided by law.

(6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or (3) The number, qualifications, terms of office and met]
restrict the power of the Legislature to enact general laws of filling vacancies in the membership of any charter cc
which shall relate to Dade County and any other one or more mission established pursuant to this section and the powi
counties of the state of Florida or to any municipality in Dade functions and duties of any such commission shall be provic
County and any other one or more municipalities of the State by law.
of Florida relating to county or municipal affairs and all (4) A charter prepared by any commission established p
such general laws shall apply to Dade County and to all suant to this section shall provide that:
municipalities therein to the same extent as if this section (a) The governments of the city of Tampa and the cou
had not been adopted and such general laws shall supersede of Hillsborough shall be consolidated, and the structure of
any part or portion of the home rule charter provided for new local government shall include:
herein in conflict therewith and shall supersede any provision 1. An executive branch, the chief officer of which shall
of any ordinance enacted pursuant to said charter and in con- responsible for the administration of government.
flict therewith, and shall supersede any provision of any char- 2. An elected legislative branch, the election to membersi
ter of any municipality in Dade County in conflict therewith. powers and duties of which shall be as provided by the chart

(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit or 3. A judicial branch, which shall only have jurisdiction
restrict the power and jurisdiction of the Railroad and Public the enforcement of ordinances enacted by the legislative bra]
Utilities Commission or of any other state agency, bureau or created by this section.
commission now or hereafter provided for in this Constitution (b) Should the electors of the municipalities of Plant C
or by general law and said state agencies, bureaus and com- or Temple Terrace wish to consolidate their governments w
missions shall have the same powers in Dade County as shall the government hereinabove created, they may do so by major
be conferred upon them in regard to other counties. vote of the electors of said municipality voting in an elect

(8) If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or provisions upon said issue.
of this section is held invalid as violative of the provisions (c) The creditors of any governmental unit consolidated
of Section 1 Article XVII of this Constitution the remainder abolished under this section shall be protected. Bonded
of this section shall not be affected by such invalidity. other indebtedness existing at the effective date of any gi

(9) It is declared to be the intent of the Legislature and ernment established hereunder shall be enforceable only agai
of the electors of the State of Florida to provide by this the real and personal property theretofore taxable for si
section home rule for the people of Dade County in local purposes.
affairs and this section shall be liberally construed to carry (d) Such other provisions as might be required by law.
out such purpose, and it is further declared to be the intent (5) The provisions of such charter and ordinances enac
of the Legislature and of the electors of the State of Florida pursuant thereto shall not conflict with any provision of t
that the provisions of this Constitution and general laws which constitution nor with general, special or local laws now
shall relate to Dade County and any other one or more hereafter applying to Hillsborough county.
counties of the State of Florida or to any municipality in (6) The government established hereunder shall be rec
Dade County and any other one or more municipalities of the nized as a county, that is one of the legal political subdivisi
State of Florida enacted pursuant thereto by the Legislature of the state with the powers, rights, privileges, duties i
shall be the supreme law in Dade County, Florida, except as obligations of a county, and may also exercise all the pow
expressly provided herein and this section shall be strictly of a municipality. Said government shall have the right to X
construed to maintain such supremacy of this Constitution and and be sued.
of the Legislature in the enactment of general laws pursuant (7) Any government established hereunder shall be entil
to this Constitution. to receive from the state of Florida or from the UJni

History.-Added, H. J. R. 858, 1941; adopted 1942; am. S. J. R. States or from any other agency, public or private, fu
1046, 1955; adopted, 1956. and revenues to which a county is, or may hereafter

entitled, and also all funds and revenues to which an
****Note.-Section 24 of Art. VIII of the Constitution of 1885, corporated municipality is or may hereafter be entitled, 

as amended, reads as follows: to receive the same without diminution or loss by reason
. any such government as may be established. Nothing hexSECTION 24. Hillsborough County, home rule charter.- contained shall preclude such government as may be est

(1) The electors of Hillsborough county are hereby granted lished hereunder from receiving all funds and revenues fi
the power to adopt a charter for a government which shall whatever source now receivied, or hereinafter received r
exercise any and all powers for county and municipal purposes vided by law received, or hereinafter received r
which this constitution or the legislature, by general, special (8) The board of county commissioners of Hillsboroi
or local law, has conferred upon Hillsborough county or any county shall be abolished when the functions, duties, po
municipality therein. Such government shall exercise these and responsibilities of said board shall be transferred in
powers by the enactment of ordinances which relate to gov- manner to be provided by the charter to the govternment est
ernment of Hillsborough county and provide suitable penalties lished pursuant to this section. No other office provided
for the violation thereof. Such government shall have no power by this constitution shall be abolished by or pursuant to i
to create or abolish any municipality, except as otherwise sectionall bolid o rs 
provided herein. scin

(2) The method and manner by which the electors of Hills- (9) This section shall not restrict or limit the legislat
borough county shall exercise this power shall be set forth in the enactment of general, special or local laws as others
in a charter for the government of Hillsborough county which provided in this constitution.
charter shall be presented to said electors by any charter cormn- History.-Added Comn. Sub. for H.J.R. 1987, 1965; adopted 11

ARTICLE IX

EDUCATION

Sec. Sec.
1. System of public education. 4. School districts; school boards.
2. State board of education. 5. Superintendent of schools.
3. Terms of appointive board members. 6. State school fund.

SECTION 1. System of public education.- constitute a state board of education, whi
Adequate provision shall be made by law for shall be a body corporate and have such supi
a uniform system of free public schools and vision of the system of public education as
for the establishment, maintenance and opera- provided by law.
tion of institutions of higher learning and SECTION 3. Terms of appointive boa
other public education programs that the needs members.-Members of any appointive boa
of the people may require. dealing with education may serve terms in (

SECTION 2. State board of education.-The cess of four years as provided by law.
governor and the members of the cabinet shall SECTION 4. School districts; schz
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)ards.- In each school district there shall be a superin-
(a) Each county shall constitute a school tendent of schools. He shall be elected at the

[strict; provided, two or more contiguous general election in each year the number of
ounties, upon vote of the electors of each which is a multiple of four for a term of four
)unty pursuant to law, may be combined into years; or, when provided by resolution of the
ie school district. In each school district district school board, or by special law, ap-
Lere shall be a school board composed of five proved by vote of the electors, the district
· more members chosen by vote of the elec- school superintendent in any school district
»rs for appropriately staggered terms of four shall be employed by the district school board
3ars, as provided by law. as provided by general law. The resolution or
(b) The school board shall operate, control special law may be rescinded or repealed by

ad supervise all free public schools within the either procedure after four years.
thool district and determine the rate of school
istrict taxes within the limits prescribed here- SECTION 6. State school fund. The in-
i. Two or more school districts may operate come derived from the state school fund shall,
ad finance joint educational programs. and the principal of the fund may, be appro-

priated, but only to the support and mainte-
SECTION 5. Superintendent of schools.- nance of free public schools.

ARTICLE X

MISCELLANEOUS

ec. Sec.
1. Amendments to United States Constitu- 7. Lotteries.

tion. 8. Census.
2. Militia. 9. Repeal of criminal statutes.
3. Vacancy in office. 10. Felony; definition.
4. Homestead; exemptions. 11. Sovereignty lands.
5. Coverture and property. 12. Rules of construction.
6. Eminent domain. 13. Suits against the state.

SECTION 1. Amendments to United States days, or failure to maintain the residence re-
onstitution.-The legislature shall not take quired when elected or appointed, and upon
ction on any proposed amendment to the con- failure of one elected or appointed to office to
titution of the United States unless a majority qualify within thirty days from the commence-
f the members thereof have been elected after ment of the term.
le proposed amendment has been submitted
or ratification. SECTION 4. Homestead; exemptions.-

(a) There shall be exempt from forced sale
SECTION 2. Militia.- under process of any court, and no judgment,
(a) The militia shall be composed of all decree or execution shall be a lien thereon, ex-

blebodied inhabitants of the state who are cept for the payment of taxes and assessments
r have declared their intention to become thereon, obligations contracted for the pur-
itizens of the United States; and no person chase, improvement or repair thereof, or obli-
ecause of religious creed or opinion shall be gations contracted for house, field or other
xempted from military duty except upon con- labor performed on the realty, the following
itions provided by law. property owned by the head of a family:

(b) The organizing, equipping, housing, (1) a homestead, if located outside a munici-
aaintaining, and disciplining of the militia, and pality, to the extent of one hundred sixty acres
he safekeeping of public arms may be provided of contiguous land and improvements thereon,
or by law. which shall not be reduced without the owner's

(c) The governor shall appoint all cornm- consent by reason of subsequent inclusion in a
iissioned officers of the militia, including an municipality; or if located within a munici-
djutant general who shall be chief of staff. pality, to the extent of one-half acre of con-
'he appointment of all general officers shall tiguous land, upon which the exemption shall
e subject to confirmation by the senate. be limited to the residence of the owner or his

(d) The qualifications of personnel and offi- family;
ers of the federally recognized national guard, (2) personal property to the value of one
ncluding the adjutant general, and the grounds thousand dollars.
nd proceedings for their discipline and re- (b) These exemptions shall inure to the
3oval shall conform to the appropriate United surviving spouse or heirs of the owner.
Itates army or air force regulations and usages. (c) The homestead shall not be subject to

devise if the owner is survived by spouse or
SECTION 3. Vacancy in office.-Vacancy in minor child. The owner of homestead real es-

ffice shall occur upon the creation of an office, tate, joined by the spouse if married, may
tpon the death of the incumbent or his removal alienate the homestead by mortgage, sale or
rom office, resignation, succession to another gift and, if married, may by deed transfer the
ffice, unexplained absence for sixty consecutive title to an estate by the entirety with the

115



ART. XI CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA ART. 

spouse. If the owner or spouse is incompetent, or that would be punishable if committed
the method of alienation or encumbrance shall this state, by death or by imprisonment
be as provided by law. the state penitentiary.

SECTION 5. Coverture and p r o p e r t y. SECTION 11. Sovereignty Lands.-The til
There shall be no distinction between married to lands under navigable waters, within t]
women and married men in the holding, con- boundaries of the state, which have not bei
trol, disposition, or encumbering of their prop- alienated, including beaches below mean his
erty, both real and personal; except that dower water lines, is held by the state, by virtue
or curtesy may be established and regulated its sovereignty, in trust for all the people. Sa
by law. or private use of portions of such lands m:

SECTION 6. Eminent domain.- be authorized by law, but only when not co
(a) No private property shall be taken ex- trary to the public interest.

cept for a public purpose and with full com- SECTION 12. Rules of construction.-U
pensation therefor paid to each owner or se- ClION 12. tules of construction.-U
cured by deposit in the registry of the courtless qnied in the text the following rules
and availablepply to this constitution.

(b) Provision may be made by law for the (a) Herein" refers to the entire constit
taking of easements, by like proceedings, for tion.
the drainage of the land of one person over (b) The singular includes the plural.

Or through the land of another. The masculine includes the feminine.
(d) "Vote of the electors" means the vo

SECTION 7. Lotteries.-Lotteries, o t h e r of the majority of those voting on the matte
than the types of pari-mutuel pools authorized in an election, general or special, in whi(
by law as of the effective date of this consti- those participating are limited to the electo:
tution, are hereby prohibited in this state. of the governmental unit referred to in tl

~SECTION 8. Census.- ~text.SECTION 8. Census.-- (e) Vote or other action of a legislati'(a) Each decennial census of the state taken house or other governmental body means tl
by the United States shall be an official census vote or action of a majority or other specifi
of the state. percentage of those members voting on t](b) Each decennial census, for the pur- matter. "Of the membership" means t
pose of classifications based upon population, members thereof."membe means 
shall become effective on the thirtieth day after (f) The terms udicial office," "ustice
the final adjournment of the regular session of and judgThe terms "judinot include judges," of courstice
the legislature convened next after certification established solely for the trial of violations
of the census. ordinances.

SECTION 9. Repeal of criminal statutes.- (g) "Special law" means a special or loc
Repeal or amendment of a criminal statute law-
shall not affect prosecution or punishment for (h) Titles and subtitles shall not be usi
any crime previously committed. in construction.

SECTION 10. F e lo n y; definition.-The SECTION 13. Suits against the state.-Pr
term "felony" as used herein and in the laws vision may be made by general law for brin
of this state shall mean any criminal offense ing suit against the state as to all liabiliti
that is punishable under the laws of this state, now existing or hereafter originating.

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS

Sec. Sec.
1. Proposal by legislature. 4. Constitutional convention.
2. Revision commission. 5. Amendment or revision election.
3. Initiative.

SECTION 1. P r o p o s a l by legislature.- convened in the tenth year following that
Amendment of a section or revision of one which this constitution is adopted, and ea(
or more articles, or the whole, of this con- twentieth year thereafter, there shall be esta
stitution may be proposed by joint resolution lished a constitution revision commission col
agreed to by three-fifths of the membership posed of the following thirty-seven member,
of each house of the legislature. The full text (1) the attorney general of the state;
of the joint resolution and the vote of each (2) fifteen members selected by the gove
member voting shall be entered on the journal nor;
of each house. (3) nine members selected by the speak

of the house of representatives and nine met
SECTION 2. Revision commission.- bers selected by the president of the senat<
(a) Within thirty days after the adjourn- and

ment of the regular session of the legislature (4) three members selected by the chi
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stice of the supreme court of Florida with tional convention be held?" If a majority vot-
e advice of the justices. ing on the question votes in the affirmative,
(b) The governor shall designate one mem- at the next succeeding general election there
r of the commission as its chairman. Va- shall be elected from each representative dis-
ncies in the membership of the commission trict a member of a constitutional convention.
all be filled in the same manner as the On the twenty-first day following that elec-
iginal appointments. tion, the convention shall sit at the capital,
(c) Each constitution revision commission elect officers, adopt rules of procedure, judge

Lall convene at the call of its chairman, adopt the election of its membership, and fix a time
~ rules of procedure, examine the constitution and place for its future meetings. Not later

the state, hold public hearings, and, not than ninety days before the next succeeding
ter than one hundred eighty days prior to general election, the convention shall cause
e next general election, file with the secre- to be filed with the secretary of state any
ry of state its proposal, if any, of a revision revision of this constitution proposed by it.
this constitution or any part of it.SECTION 5. Amendment r revisin elec-

SECTION 5. Amendment or revision elec-
SECTION 3. Initiative.-The p ow er to tion.-
'opose amendments to any section of this (a) A proposed amendment to or revision
institution by initiative is reserved to the of this constitution, or any part of it, shall
iople. It may be invoked by filing with the be submitted to the electors at the next gen-
,cretary of state a petition containing a copy eral election held more than ninety days after

the proposed amendment, signed by a num- the joint resolution, initiative petition or re-
~r of electors in each of one half of the con- port of revision commission or constitutional
sessional districts of the state, and of the convention proposing it is filed with the secre-
ate as a whole, equal to eight per cent of tary of state, unless, pursuant to law enacted
ie votes cast in each of such districts respec- by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the
veiy and in the state as a whole in the last membership of each house of the legislature
receding election in which presidential elec- and limited to a single amendment or revision,
:rs were chosen. it is submitted at an earlier special election
SECTION 4. Constitutional convention.- held more than ninety days after such filing.

(a) The power to call a convention to con- (b) Once in the tenth week, and once in the
'der a revision of the entire constitution is sixth week immediately preceding the week in
'served to the people. It may be invoked by which the election is held, the proposed amend-
ling with the secretary of state a petition, ment or revision, with notice of the date of
)ntaining a declaration that a constitutional election at which it will be submitted to the
)nvention is desired, signed by a number of electors, shall be published in one newspaper
lectors in each of one half of the congres- of general circulation in each county in which
[onal districts of the state, and of the state a newspaper is published.
s a whole, equal to fifteen per cent of the (c) If the proposed amendment or revision
otes cast in each such district respectively is approved by vote of the electors, it shall
nd in the state as a whole in the last pre- be effective as an amendment to or revision
eding election of presidential electors. of the constitution of the state on the first

(b) At the next general election held more Tuesday after the first Monday in January
ian ninety days after the filing of such peti- following the election, or on such other date

ion there shall be submitted to the electors as may be specified in the amendment or re-
f the state the question: "Shall a constitu- vision.

ARTICLE XII

SCHEDULE

ec. Sec.
1. Constitution of 1885 superseded. 10. Preservation of existing government.
2. Property taxes; millages. 11. Deletion of obsolete schedule items.
3. Officers to continue in office. 12. Senators.
4. State commissioner of education. 13. Legislative apportionment.
5. Superintendent of schools. 14. Representatives; terms.
6. Laws preserved. 15. Special district taxes.
7. Rights reserved. 16. Reorganization.
8. Public debts recognized. 17. Conflicting provisions.
9. Bonds.

SECTION 1. Constitution of 1885 super- of this revision by reference.
,eded.- Articles I through IV, VII, and IX SECTION 2. Property taxes; millages.-
hrough XX of the Constitution of Florida Tax millages authorized in counties, munici-
idopted in 1885, as amended from time to time, palities and special districts, on the date this
ire superseded by this revision except those revision becomes effective, may be continued
iections expressly retained and made a part until reduced by law.
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SECTION 3. Officers to continue in office.- tion of this revision, and, to the extent nec(
Every person holding office when this revision sary to effectuate this section, the applicat
becomes effective shall continue in office for the provisions of the Constitution of 1885,
remainder of the term if that office is not amended, are retained as a part of this l
abolished. If the office is abolished the in- vision until payment in full of these publ
cumbent shall be paid adequate compensation, securities.
to be fixed by law, for the loss of emoluments SECTION 9. Bonds.
for the remainder of the term. SECTION 9. Bonds.-

(a) ADDITIONAL SECURITIES. No adz
SECTION 4. State commissioner of educa- tional revenue bonds shall be issued pursua

tion.-The state superintendent of public in- to Article IX, Section 17, of the Constituti
struction in office on the effective date of this of 1885, as amended. *Article XII, Section ]
revision shall become and, for the remainder of the Constitution of 1885, as amended,
of the term being served, shall be the cornm- it existed immediately before this revision t
missioner of education. comes effective, is adopted by this reference

SECTION 5. Superintendent of schools.- a part of this revision as completely as thoul
(a) On the effective date of this revision incorporated herein verbatim, except bonds

(a)On the effecti ve date of thtax anticipation certificates hereafter issu,the county superintendent of public instruction thereunder may bear interest not in excess
of each county shall become and, for the re- five per cent per annum or such higher interE
mainder of the term being served, shall be five per cent per annum or such higher interemainder of the term being served, shall be as may be authorized by statute passed by
t he superintendent of schools of thate leg:

(b) The method of selection of the county lature. No revenue bonds or tax anticipati
superintendent of public instruction of each
county, as provided by or under the Constitu- aftrtfiates hal e ssued pursuant there
tion of 1885, as amended, shall apply to theat ()RUN DIN BONS R n 
selection of the district superintendent of (b) REFUNDING BONDS. Revenue bon
schools until changed as herein provided. to finance the cost of state capital projecissued prior to the date this revision becom

SECTION 6. Laws preserved.- effective, including projects of the Florii
(a) All laws in effect upon the adoption of state turnpike authority or its successor b

this revision, to the extent not inconsistent excluding all portions of the state highw:
with it, shall remain in force until they expire system, may be refunded as provided by la
by their terms or are repealed. without vote of the electors at a lower n

(b) All statutes which, under the Constitu- average interest cost rate by the issuance
tion of 1885, as amended, apply to the state bonds maturing not later than the obligatio]
superintendent of public instruction and those refunded, secured by the same revenues on]
which apply to the county superintendent of (c) MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL TAXES.
public instruction shall under this revision (1) A state tax, designated "second g
apply, respectively, to the state commissioner tax," of two cents per gallon upon gasoli]
of education and the district superintendent and other like products of petroleum and <
of schools. equivalent tax upon other sources of enerl

used to propel motor vehicles as levied I
SECTION 7. Rights reserved.- **Article IX, Section 16, of the Constitutib
(a) All actions, rights of action, claims, of 1885, as amended, is hereby continued f,

contracts and obligations of individuals, cor- a period of forty consecutive years. The pr
porations and public bodies or agencies exist- ceeds of said tax shall be placed monthly
ing on the date this revision becomes effective the state roads distribution fund in the sta
shall continue to be valid as if this revision treasury.
had not been adopted. All taxes, penalties, (2) *Article IX, Section 16, of the Co
fines and forfeitures owing to the state under stitution of 1885, as amended, is adopted 1
the Constitution of 1885, as amended, shall this reference as a part of this revision
inure to the state under this revision, and completely as though incorporated herein ve
all sentences as punishment for crime shall batim for the purpose of providing that aft
be executed according to their terms. the effective date of this revision the procee,

(b) This revision shall not be retroactive of the "second gas tax" as referred to there
so as to create any right or liability which shall be allocated among the several counti
did not exist under the Constitution of 1885, in accordance with the formula stated there
as amended, based upon matters occurring to the extent necessary to comply with -
prior to the adoption of this revision. obligations to or for the benefit of holders

bonds, revenue certificates and tax anticip
SECTION 8. Public debts recognized.-All tion certificates or any refundings there

bonds, revenue certificates, revenue bonds and secured by any portion of the "second gas ta~
tax anticipation certificates issued pursuant to (3) No funds anticipated to be allocat4
the Constitution of 1885, as amended by the under the formula stated in *Article IX, Se
state, any agency, political subdivision or pub- tion 16, of the Constitution of 1885, as amen
lie corporation of the state shall remain in full ed, shall be pledged as security for any ob
force and effect and shall be secured by the gation hereafter issued or entered into, e
same sources of revenue as before the adop- cept that any outstanding obligations pr
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)usly issued pledging revenues allocated un- secured by any portion of the "second gas
r said **Article IX, Section 16, may be re- tax" allocated under paragraph 9(c)(4). No
nded at a lower net average interest cost such bonds shall be issued unless a state
te by the issuance of refunding bonds, ma- fiscal agency created by law has made a
ring not later than the obligations refunded, determination that in no state fiscal year will
cured by the same revenues and any other the debt service requirements of the bonds and
curity authorized in paragraph (5) of this all other bonds secured by the pledged portion
bsection. of the "second gas tax" allocated to the county
(4) Subject to the requirements of para- exceed seventy-five per cent of the pledged
aph (2) of this subsection and after pay- portion of the "second gas tax" allocated to
ent of administrative expenses, the "second that county for the preceding state fiscal year,
Ls tax" shall be allocated to the account of of the pledged net tolls from existing facili-
~ch of the several counties in amounts to be ties collected in the preceding state fiscal
4termined as follows: There shall be an initial year, and of the annual average net tolls
location of one-fourth in the ratio of county anticipated during the first five years of opera-
-ea to state area, one-fourth in the ratio of tion of new projects to be financed. Bonds
Le total county population to the total popu- issued pursuant to this subsection shall be
tion of the state in accordance with the payable primarily from the pledged tolls and
test available federal census, and one-half portions of the "second gas tax" allocated to
L the ratio of the total "second gas tax" col- that county.
cted on retail sales or use in each county (d) SCHOOL BONDS. ***Article XII, Sec-
, the total collected in all counties of the tion 18, of the Constitution of 1885, as amend-
;ate during the previous fiscal year. If the ed, as it existed immediately before this re-
anual debt service requirements of any ob- vision becomes effective is adopted by this
gations issued for any county, including any reference as part of this revision as completely
eficiencies for prior years, secured under as though incorporated herein verbatim, ex-
aragraph (2) of this subsection, exceeds the cept bonds or tax anticipation certificates here-
mount which would be allocated to that after issued thereunder may bear interest not
)unty under the formula set out in this para- in excess of five per cent per annum or such
raph, the amounts allocated to other counties higher interest as may be authorized by statute
Liall be reduced proportionately. passed by a three-fifths vote of each house

(5) Funds allocated under paragraphs (2) of the legislature. Bonds issued pursuant to
nd (4) of this subsection shall be adminis- this subsection (d) shall be payable primarily
Bred by the state board of administration from revenues as provided in ***Article XII,
reated under said **Article IX, Section 16, Section 18, of the Constitution of 1885, as
f the Constitution of 1885, as amended, and amended, and if authorized by law, may be
rhich is continued as a body corporate for additionally secured by pledging the full faith
he life of this subsection 9(c). The board and credit of the state without an election.
hall remit the proceeds of the "second gas When authorized by law, bonds issued pur-
ax" in each county account for use in said suant to ***Article XII, Section 18, of the
ounty as follows: eighty per cent to the Constitution of 1885, as amended, and bonds
tate agency supervising the state road system issued pursuant to this subsection (d), may
nd twenty per cent to the governing body be refunded by the issuance of bonds addition-
f the county. The percentage allocated to the ally secured by the full faith and credit of
ounty may be increased by general law. The the state only at a lower net average interest
,roceeds of the "second gas tax" subject to cost rate.
llocation to the several counties under this (e) DEBT LIMITATION. Bonds issued pur-

iaragraph (5) shall be used first, for the suant to this Section 9 of Article XII which
)ayment of obligations pledging revenues al- are payable primarily from revenues pledged
ocated pursuant to **Article IX, Section 16, pursuant to this section shall not be included
,f the Constitution of 1885, as amended, and in applying the limits upon the amount of
my refundings thereof; second, for the pay- state bonds contained in Section 11, Article
nent of debt service on bonds issued as pro- VII, of this revision.
rided by this paragraph (5) to finance the *Note.-Section 19 of Art. XII of the Constitution of 1885,

mcquisition and construction of roads as de- as amended, reads as follows:

ined by law; and third, for the acquisition SECTION 19. Institutions of higher learning and junior

tnd construction of roads. When authorized college capital outlay trust fund bonds.-(a) That beginning Jan-dcostauteion of roadspledgn .thef fatho riuary 1, 1964, and for fifty years thereafter, all of the proceeds
)y law, state bonds pledging the full aith of the revenues derived from the gross receipts taxes collected

ind credit of the state may be issued with- from every person, including municipalities, receiving pay-
ment for electricity for light, heat or power, for natural or

)ut any election: (i) to refund obligations manufactured gas for light, heat or power, for use of tele-

3ecured by any portion of the "second gas phones and for the sending of telegrams and telegraph mes-
;ax"' allocated to a county under **Artile sages, as now provided and levied as orf th e time of adoption

;ax" allocated to a county under *"Article ^of this amendment in Chapter 203, Florida Statutes (herein-

[X Section 16 of the Constitution of 1885, as after called "Gross Receipts Taxes"), shall, as collected be

, th acqu is ition and ~Higher Learning and Junior Colleges Capital Outlay and

construction of roads in a county when ap- Debt Service Trust Fund" in the State Treasury (hereinafter

proved by the governing body of the county referred to as "Capital Outlay Fund"), and used only as

and the state agency supervising the state Said fund shall be administered by the State Board of

road system; and (iii) to refund obligations Education, as now created and constituted by Section 3 of
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Article XII [now §2, Article IX] of the Constitution of Florida (c) Capital outlay projects theretofore authorized by t(hereinafter referred to as "State Board"). For the purpose of legislature for any Institution of Higher Learning or Juni
this Amendment, said State Board, as now constituted, shall College shall be eligible to participate in the funds accruicontinue as a body corporate during the life of this Amend- under this Amendment derived from the proceeds of bonment and shall have all the powers provided in this Amend- or certificates and said Gross Receipts Taxes under sument in addition to all other constitutional and statutory regulations and in such manner as shall be determined by tpowers related to the purposes of this Amendment heretofore State Board, and the State Board shall use or transmitor hereafter conferred by law upon said State Board. the State Board of Control or to the, Board of Public I

(b) The State Board shall have power, for the purpose of struction of any County authorized by law to construct
obtaining funds for acquiring, building, constructing, altering, acquire such capital outlay projects, the amount of the pr
improving, enlarging, furnishing or equipping capital outlay ceeds of such bonds or certificates or Gross Receipts Tax
projects theretofore authorized by the legislature and any pur- to be applied to or used for such capital outlay project
poses appurtenant or incidental thereto, for Institutions of If for any reason any of the proceeds of any bonds or certi
Higher Learning or Junior Colleges, as now defined or as may cates issued for any capital outlay project shall not
be hereafter defined by law, and for the purpose of construct- expended for such capital outlay project, the State Board m
ing buildings and other permanent facilities for vocational use such unexpended proceeds for any other capital outl
technical schools as provided in chapter 230 Florida Statutes, project for Institutions of Higher Learning or Junior Colleg
to issue bonds or certificates, including refunding bonds or and vocational technical schools, as defined herein, as no
certificates to fund or refund any bonds or certificates there- defined or as may be hereafter defined by law, theretofc
tofore issued. All such bonds or certificates shall bear interest authorized by the State Legislature. The holders of bonds
at not exceeding four and one-half per centum per annum, and certificates issued hereunder shall not have any responsibili
shall mature at such time or times as the State Board shall whatsoever for the application or use of any of the procee
determine not exceeding, in any event, however, thirty years derived from the sale of said bonds or certificates, and tI
from the date of issuance thereof. The State Board shall have rights and remedies of the holders of such bonds or cerpower to determine all other details of such bonds or certifi- ficates and their right to payment from said Gross Receil
cates and to sell at public sale, after public advertisement, Taxes in the manner provided herein shall not be affected
such bonds or certificates, provided, however, that no bonds impaired by the application or use of such proceeds.
or certificates shall ever be issued hereunder to finance, or The State Board shall use the moneys in said Capital Ou
the proceeds thereof expended for, any part of the cost of any lay Fund in each fiscal year only for the following Pucapital outlay project unless the construction or acquisition of poses and in the following order of priority:
such capital outlay project has been theretofore authorized by (1) For the payment of the principal of and interest ithe Legislature of Florida. None of said bonds or certificates any bonds or certificates maturing in such fiscal year,shall be sold at less than ninety-eight per centum of the par (2) For the deposit into any reserve funds provided for
value thereof, plus accrued interest, and said bonds or certifi- the proceedings authorizing the issuance of said bondscates shall be awarded at the public sale thereof to the bid- certificates, of any amounts required to be deposited in su,der offering the lowest net interest cost for such bonds or reserve funds in such fiscal year.
certificates in the manner to be determined by the State Board. (3) After all payments required in such fiscal year for t]

The State Board shall also have power to pledge for the pay- purposes provided for in (1) and (2) above, including ament of the principal of and interest on such bonds or certifi- deficiencies for required payments in prior fiscal years, ai
cates, and reserves therefor, including refunding bonds or moneys remaining in said Capital Outlay Fund at the end
certificates, all or any part of the revenue to be derived from such fiscal year may be used by the State Board for dire
the said Gross Receipts Taxes provided for in this Amendment, payment of the cost or any part of the cost of any capit
and to enter into any covenants and other agreements with outlay project theretofore authorized by the legislature or f
the holders of such bonds or certificates concerning the security the purchase of any bonds or certificates issued hereund
thereof and the rights of the holders thereof, all of which then outstanding upon such terms and conditions as the Sta
covenants and agreements shall constitute legally binding and Board shall deem proper, or for the prior redemption of ou
irrevocable contracts with such holders and shall be fully standing bonds or certificates in accordance with the provisions
enforceable by such holders in any court of competent juris- of the proceedings which authorized the issuance Of Sudiction. bonds or certificates.

No such bonds or certificates shall ever be issued by the The State Board may invest the moneys in said Capit
State Board in an amount exceeding seventy-five per centum Outlay Fund or in any sinking fund or other funds creatr
of the amount which it determines, based upon the average for any issue of bonds or certificates, in direct obligations
annual amount of the revenues derived from said Gross Receipts the United States of America or in the other securities referrE
Taxes during the immediately preceding two fiscal years, or to in Section 344.27, Florida Statutes.
the amount of the revenues derived from said Gross Receipts (d) The State Board shall have the power to make ai
Taxes during the immediately preceding fiscal year, as shown enforce all rules and regulations necessary to the full exerci
in a certificate filed by the State Comptroller with the State of the powers herein granted and no legislation shall be r
Board prior to the issuance of such bonds or certificates, quired to render this Amendment of full force and operatix
whichever is the lesser, can be serviced by the revenues effect on and after January 1, 1964. The Legislature, durir
accruing thereafter under the provisions of this Amendment; the period this Amendment is in effect, shall not reduce tnnor shall the State Board, during the first year following the rate of said Gross Receipts Taxes now provided in said Cha,
ratification of this amendment, issue bonds or certificates in ter 203, Florida Statutes, or eliminate, exempt or remove a'
excess of seven times the anticipated revenue from said Gross of the persons, firms or corporations, including municipal enReceipts Taxes during said year, nor during each succeeding porations, or any of the utilities, businesses or services nowyear, more than four times the anticipated revenue from said hereafter subject to said Gross Receipts Taxes, from the le,
Gross Receipts Taxes during such year. No election or approval and collection of said Gross Receipts Taxes as now provid

m

of qualified electors or freeholder electors shall be required for in said Chapter 203, Florida Statutes, and shall not enact arthe issuance of bonds or certificates hereunder. law impairing or materially altering the rights of the holde
After the initial issuance of any bonds or certificates pur- of any bonds or certificates issued pursuant to this Amensuant to this Amendment, the State Board may thereafter ment or impairing or altering any covenants or agreements

issue additional bonds or certificates which will rank equally the State Board made hereunder, or having the effect of wit]and on a parity, as to lien on and source of security f or pay- drawing the proceeds of said Gross Receipts Taxes from ti
ment from said Gross Receipts Taxes, with any bonds or operation of this Amendment.
certificates theretofore issued pursuant to this Amendment, The State Board of Administration shall be and is herelbut such additional parity bonds or certificates shall not be constituted as the Fiscal Agent of the State Board to perforissued unless the average annual amount of the revenues de- such duties and assume such responsibilities under this Ameni
rived from said Gross Receipts Taxes during the immediately ment as shall be agreed upon between the State Board aipreceding two fiscal years, or the amount of the revenues such State Board of Administration. The State Board shEderived from said Gross Receipts Taxes during the immediately also have power to appoint such other persons and fix the
preceding fiscal year, as shown in a certificate filed by the compensation for the administration of the provisions of th
State Comptroller with the State Board prior to the issuance Amendment as it shall deem necessary, and the expenses
of such bonds or certificates, whichever is the lesser, shall have the State Board in administering the provisions of this Amens
been equal to one and one-third times the aggregate amount ment shall be paid out of the proceeds of bonds or certificat
of principal and interest which will become due in any issued hereunder or from said Gross Receipts Taxes deposit(
succeeding fiscal year on all bonds or certificates theretofore in said Capital Outlay Fund.
issued pursuant to this Amendment and then outstanding, and (e) No capital outlay project or any part thereof shall I
the additional parity bonds or certificates then proposed to be financed hereunder unless the bill authorizing such project sha
issued. No bonds, certificates or other obligations whatsoever specify it ifnac he r a shall be proved byshall at any time be Issued under the provisions of this voseofy ithreefiftcfd therelndec andmehale be ae houved bs
Amendment, except such bonds or certificates initially Issued Hiory SJR 264, 1963 oe 1963.
hereunder, and such additional parity bonds or certificates as isoy-.R 24193adpe16.
provided in this paragraph. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision herein no such bonds or certificates shall be authorized **Note.-Section 16 of Art. IX of the Constitution of 1885, 
or validated during any biennium in excess of fifty million amended, reads as follows:
dollars, except by two-thirds vote of the members elected to SECTION 16. Board of administration; gasoline and liieach house of the legislature; provided further that during taxes, distribution and use; etc.-the biennium 1963-1965 seventy-five million dollars may be (a) That beginning January 1st, 1943, and for fifty (5authorized and validated pursuant hereto. years thereafter, the proceeds of two (2() cents per gallc
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the total tax levied by state law upon gasoline and other board for services rendered all the counties alike shall be
products of petroleum, now known as the. Second Gas Tax, prorated among them and paid out of said funds on the same
Iupon other fuels used to propel motor vehicles, shall as basis said tax proceeds are distributed among the several

lected be placed monthly in the 'State Roads Distribution counties; provided, report of said expenses shall be made to
.id' in the State Treasury and divided into three (3) equal each Regular Session of the Legislature, and the Legislature
,ts which shall be distributed monthly among the several may limit the expenses of the board,
,nties as follows: one part according to area, one part History.-Added, S.J.R. 324, 1941; adopted 1942.
,ording to population, and one part according to the counties'
itributions to the cost of state road construction in the ***Note.-Section 18, Art. XII of the Constitution of 1885, as
io of distribution as provided in Chapter 15659, Laws of amended, reads as follows:
)rida, Acts of 1931, and for the purposes of the apportion- SECTION 18. School bonds for capital outlay, issuance.-
nt based on the counties' contributions for the cost of state (a) Beginning January 1, 1965 and for thirty-five years there-
ud construction, the amount of the contributions established after, the first proceeds of the revenues derived from the

the certificates made in 1931 pursuant to said Chapter licensing of motor vehicles to the extent necessary to comply
59 salbtae andemdcnlsv incmuigte with the provisions of this amendment, shall, as collected, be
~nthly amounts distributable according to said contributions, placed monthly in the county capital outlay and debt service

zh fndsso istibutd sallbe dmiisteed y te Sate school fund in the state treasury, and used only as provided
ard of Administration as hereinafter provided, in this amendment. Such revenue shall be distributed annually
?,b) The Governor as chairman, the State Treasurer, and the among the several counties in the ratio of the number of
tte Comptroller shall constitute a body corporate to be instruction units in each county in each year computed as pro-
own as the 'State Board of Administration,' which board vided herein. The amount of the first revenues derived from
all succeed to all the power, control and authority of the the licensing of motor vehicles to be so set aside in each
Ltutory Board of Administration. Said Board shall have, in ya n itiue spoie eensalb naon
dition to such powers as may be conferred upon it by law, equal in the aggregate to the product of four hundred dollars
amanagement, control and supervision of the proceeds of multiplied by the total number of instruction units in all the

id two (20) cents of said taxes and all moneys and other counties of Florida. The number of instruction units in each
sests which on the effective date of this amendment are county in each year for the purposes of this amendment shall
plicable or may become applicable to the bonds of the be the greater of (1) the number of instruction units in each
veral counties of this state, or any special road and bridge county for the school fiscal year 1951-52 computed in the
strict, or other special taxing district thereof, issued prior manner heretofore provided by general law, or (2) the num-

July 1st, 1931, for road and bridge purposes. The word ber of instruction units in such county for the school fiscal
onds' as used herein shall include bonds, time warrants, notes year computed in the manner heretofore or hereafter pro-
d other forms of indebtedness issued for road and bridge vided by general law and approved by the state board of
irposes by any county or special road and bridge, district or education (hereinafter called the state board), or (3) the
her special taxing district, outstanding on July 1st, 1931, or number of instruction units in each county on behalf of
.y refunding issues thereof, Said Board shall have the which the state board of education has issued bonds or motor
atutory powers of Boards of County Commissioners and vehicle tax anticipation certificates under this amendment which
rnd Trustees and of any other authority of special road and will produce sufficient revenues under this amendment to equal
'idge districts, and other special taxing districts thereof with one and one-third times the aggregate amount of principal
gard to said bonds, (except that the power to levy ad of and interest on such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipa-
Llorem taxes is expressly withheld from said Board), and tion certificates which will mature and become due in such
~all take over all papers, documents and records concerning year, computed in the manner heretofore or hereafter provided
e same. Said Board shall have the power f romn time to time by general law and approved by the state board.

issue refunding bonds to mature within the said fifty (50) Suhfnsoditbtesalbedmitrdbyhsae
,ar erid, fr ay ofsai outtaning ond or nteest board as now created and constituted by Section 3 of Article

Lereon, and to secure them by a pledge of anticipated XII [now §2, Article IX] of the Constitution of Florida. For
,ceipts from such gasoline or other fuel taxes to be distributed teproe fti mnmnsi tt ora o
isuch county as herein provided, but not at a greater rate cosiuehalonneasabdcrpatdrngheif
interest than said hoods now bear; and to issue, sell or of this amendment and shall have all the powers provided in

cchange on behalf of any county or unit for the sole pur- this amendment in addition to all other constitutional and
)se of retiring said bonds issued by such county, or special statutory powers related to the purposes of this amendment
)ad and bridge district, or other special taxing district heretofore or hereafter conferred upon said board.
iereof, gasoline or other fuel tax anticipation certificates bear- (b The state board shall, In addition to its other con-
Lg interest at not more than three (3) per cent per annumn stitutional and statutory powers, have the management, con-
Lsuch denominations and maturing at such time within the trol and supervision of the proceeds of the first part of the

[ty (50) year period as the board may determine. In addition revenues derived from the licensing of motor vehicles provided
o exercising the powers now provided by statute for the in- for in subsection (a). The state board shall also have power,
~stment of sinking funds, said Board may use the sinking for the purpose of obtaining funds for the use of any county
inds created for said bonds of any county or special road and board of public instruction in acquiring, building, constructing,
ridge district, or other unit hereunder, to purchase the altering, improving, enlarging, furnishing, or equipping capital
katured or maturing bonds participating herein of any other outlay projects for school purposes, to issue bonds or motor
Dunty or any other special road and bridge district, or other vehicle tax anticipation certificates, and also to issue such
pecial taxing district thereof, provided that as to said matured bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates to pay, fund
onds, the value thereof as an investment shall be. the price or refund any bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certifi-
aid theref or, which shall not exceed the par value plus cates theretofore issued by said state board. All such bonds shall
ccrued interest, and that said investment shall bear interest bear interest at not exceeding four and one-half per centumn
tthe rate of three (3) per cent per annum, per annum and shall mature serially in annual installments
(c The said board shall annually use said funds in each commencing not more than three. years from the date of issu-

Dunty account, first, to pay current principal and interest ance thereof and ending not later than thirty years from the
.iaturing, if any, of said bonds and gasoline or other fuel date of issuance or January 1, 2000, A.D., whichever Is earlier.
ax anticipation certificates of such county or special road and All such motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates shall bear
ridge district, or other special taxing district thereof; second, interest at not exceeding four and one-half per centumn per
o establish a sinking fund account to meet future requirements annumn and shall mature prior to January 1, 2000, A.D. The

fsaid bonds and gasoline or other fuel tax anticipation state board shall have power to determine. all other details of
ertificates where it appears the anticipated income for any said bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates and
'ear or years will not equal scheduled payments thereon; and to sell at public sale after public advertisement, or exchange
bird, any remaining balance out of the proceeds of said two said bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates, upon
2g9 cents of said taxes shall monthly during the year be such terms and conditions as the state board shall provide.
emitted by said board as follows: Eighty (80%) per cent to The state board shall also have power to pledge for the pay-
he State Road Department for the construction or recon- ment of the principal of and interest on such bonds or motor
truction of state roads and bridges within the county, or for vehicle tax anticipation certificates, including refunding bonds
he lease or purchase of bridges connecting state highways or refunding motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates, all or
vithin the county, and twenty (20%) per cent to the Board of any part from the anticipated revenues to be derived from the
lounty Commissioners of such county for use on roads and licensing of motor vehicles provided for in this amendment and
)ridges therein. to enter into any covenants and other agreements with the

(d) Said board shall have the power to make and enforce holders of such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certifi-
Lll rules and regulations necessary to the full exercise of the cates at the time of the issuance thereof concerning the

mwer herby gantd an no egisatin shll b reqire to secutrity thereof atnd the rigrhts of the holders thereof, all of
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shall limit the amount of such bonds or motor vehicle tax this Amendment to any degree which will fail to provide tanticipation certificates which can be issued on behalf of any full amount necessary to comply with the provisions of tIcounty to seventy-five per cent of the amount which it deter- Amendment and pay the necessary expenses of administerimines can be serviced by the revenue accruing to the county the laws relating to the licensing of motor vehicles, and shunder the provisions of this amendment, and such determina- not enact any law having the effect of withdrawing the prition shall be conclusive. All such bonds or motor vehicle tax ceeds of such motor vehicle license taxes from the operationanticipation certificates shall be issued in the name of the this Amendment and shall not enact any law impairingstate board of education but shall be issued for and on behalf materially altering the rights of the holders of any bondsof the county board of public instruction requesting the motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates issued pursuantissuance thereof, and no election or approval of qualified this Amendment or impairing or altering any covenantelectors or freeholders shall be required for the issuance agreement of the State Board, as provided in such bondsthereof. motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates.
(c) The State Board shall in each year use the funds The State Board shall have power to appoint such persodistributable pursuant to this Amendment to the credit of and fix their compensation for the administration of the preach county only in the following manner and order of visions of this Amendment as it shall deem necessary, and tipriority: expenses of the State Board in administering the provisions(1) To pay all amounts of principal and interest maturing this Amendment shall be prorated among the various countiin such year on any bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation and paid out of the proceeds of the bonds or motor vehicle tEicertificates issued under the authority hereof, including re- anticipation certificates or from the funds distributable to eaifunding bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates, county on the same basis as such motor vehicle license taxissued on behalf of the Board of Public Instruction of such are distributable to the various counties under the provisiocounty; subject, however, to any covenants or agreements of this Amendment. Interest or profit on sinking fund invesmade by the State Board concerning the rights between holders ments shall accrue to the counties in proportion to their riof different issues of such bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipa- spective equities in the sinking fund or funds.tion certificates, as herein authorized. History.-Added S.J.R. 106, 1951; adopted, 1952; (a), (b) AI(2) To establish and maintain a sinking fund or funds to S.J.R. 218, 1963; adopted, 1964.meet future requirements for debt service, or reserves there-for, on bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates SECTION 10. Preservation of existing go,issued on behalf of the Board of Public Instruction of such ernment.-All provisions of Articles I througcounty, under the authority hereof, whenever the State Boardshall deem it necessary or advisable, and in such amounts IV, VII and IX through XX of th e Constitiand under such terms and conditions as the State Board shall in tion of 1885, as amended, not embraced hereiits discretion determine. *o are A l iste thina io(3) To distribute annually to the several Boards of Public which are not inconsistent with this revisioInstruction of the counties for use in payment of debt serv- shall become statutes subject to modificatioice on bonds heretofore or hereafter issued by any such Board or repeal as are other statutes.where the proceeds of the bonds were used, or are to be used,

in the construction, acquisition, improvement, enlargement,
furnishing, or equipping of capital outlay projects in such SECTION 11. Deletion of obsolete schedu]county, and which capital outlay projects have been approved items.-The legislature shall have power, bby the Board of Public Instruction of the county, pursuant * * .to a survey or surveys conducted subsequent to July 1, 1947 jont resolution, to delete from ths reviioin the county, under regulations prescribed by the State Board any section of this Article XII including thito determine the capital outlay needs of the county. section wh ll t t hi hThe State Board shall have power at the time of issuance ion, w nll e t the sectio
of any bonds by any Board of Public Instruction to covenant to be deleted is or could become applicabland agree with such Board as to the rank and priority of have occurred. A legislative determination opayments to be made for different issues of bonds underthis Subsection (3), and may further agree that any amounts fact made as a basis for application of this secto be distributed under this Subsection (3) may be pledged for tion shall be subject to judicial review.the debt service on bonds issued by any Board of Public In-struction and for the rank and priority of such pledge. Anysuch covenants or agreements of the State Board may be SECTION 12. Senators.-The requirementenforced by any holders of such bonds in any court of com- of staggered terms of senators in Sectiopetent jurisdiction.

(4) To distribute annually to the several Boards of Public 15 (a), of Article III of this revision sha'Instruction of the counties for the payment of the cost of the apply only to senators elected in Novembeiconstruction, acquisition, improvement, enlargement, furnishing
or equipping of capital outlay projects for school purposes in 1972, and thereafter.such county as shall be requested by resolution of the County
Board of Public Instruction of such county. c en(5) When all major capital outlay needs of a county have SECTION 13. Legislative apportionment.-
been met as determined by the State Board, on the basis of a The requirements of legislative apportionmensurvey made pursuant to regulations of the State Board and i Section 16ofAtceII fthsrv ioapproved by the State Board, all such funds remaining shall inSec tic 16 o ti rvsbe distributed annually and used for such school purposes in shall apply only to the apportionment of thsuch county as the Board of Public Instruction of the county legislature following the decennial census oshall determine, or as may be provided by general law. 17 a t re r(d) Capital outlay projects of a county shall be eligible to 1970, and thereafter.participate in the funds accruing under this Amendment and
derived from the proceeds of bonds and motor vehicle tax C T in 1 e Aes te bsanticipation certificates and from the motor vehicle license b stIO 14stn. Representatives; terms.-Thtaxes, only in the order of priority of needs, as shown by a legislature at its first regular session followinsurvey or surveys conducted in the county under regulations tertfcto fti eiin yjitrslprescribed by the State Board, to determine the capital outlay the ratification of this revision, by joint resoluneeds of the county and approved by the State Board; pro- tion, shall propose to the electors of the statvided, that the priority of such projects may be changed from for ratification or rejection in the generatime to time upon the request of the Board of Public Instruc- tion of the county and with the approval of the State Board; election of 1970 an amendment to Article II]and provided further, that this Subsection (d) shall not in Section 15(b) of the constitution providingany manner affect any covenant, agreement, or pledge made by stag A termthe State Board in the issuance by said State Board of any gereu ms of four years for member
bonds or motor vehicle tax anticipation certificates, or in con- of the house of representatives.nection with the issuance of any bonds of any Board ofPublic Instruction of any county.

(e) The State Board may invest any sinking fund or funds SECTION 15. Special district taxes.-Aicreated pursuant to this Amendment in direct obligations of valorem taxing power vested by law in speciathe United States of America or in the bonds or motor vehicletax anticipation certificates, matured or to mature, issued by districts existing when this revision become~the State Board on behalf of the Board of Public Instruction effective shall not be abrogated by Section 9 (bof any county, rticl(f) The State Board shall have power to make and enforce of Arle VII herein, but such powers, excepall rules and regulations necessary to the full exercise of the to the extent necessary to pay outstandini
powders therin gAntendm and noful legislatiodn shall be required to debtsm yb restricted or withdrawn by law
and after January 1, i953. The Legislature shall not reducethe levies of said motor vehicle license taxes during the life of SECTION 16. Reorganization.-The require
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mt of Section 6, Article IV of this revision sition of government from the Constitution
all not apply until July 1, 1969. of 1885, as amended, to this revision and shall

control in all cases of conflict with any part
SECTION 17. Conflicting provisions.-This of Article I through IV, VII, and IX through
hedule is designed to effect the orderly tran- XI herein.
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